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Along with Baptists [5], Methodist congregations were the only ones that were represented in every one of the state’s 100
counties (Figure 10, above) and they had the second largest number of adherents in North Carolina. They also had a
modest increase in number between 1990 and 2000. These congregations are somewhat larger than most, with 325
adherents per church. The Methodist church is the only one that has more adherents is any county than does the Baptist
church. This happens in 10 counties, almost all along the northern coast or the Inner Coastal Plain [6] back of the coast.
Although not more numerous than Baptists, Methodist congregations are also well represented throughout much of the
Piedmont corridor [6], but their proportions drop off somewhat in both the eastern and western parts of the state. That is
where most of the counties that have fewer than 5% Methodist adherents in their populations are located.

A significant factor in the development of the Methodist church in North Carolina has been the financial support for
Methodist church development that is provided by the Duke Endowment [7].

Additional Resources:

2012 Statistical Abstract. Population: Religion. U.S. Census Bureau.
http://www.census.gov/library/publications/2011/compendia/statab/131ed/population.html [8]

Guide to Researching the History of Religion in North Carolina: Methodist Church. UNC-Chapel Hill Libraries.
https://library.unc.edu/wilson/ncc/ [9]

Hartford Institute for Religion Research. http://www.hartfordinstitute.org/ [10]

State Membership Report, North Carolina. The Association of Religion Data Archives (ARDA) https://www.thearda.com/ [11]
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