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Engraving of Patrick Henry Winston, Jr.
Image from Archive.org.  [2]Patrick Henry Winston, Jr., lawyer and journalist, was born in Windsor,
Bertie County [3], the son of Patrick Henry, Sr. [4], and Martha Elizabeth Bird Winston. He attended the Horner School [5] in
Oxford, and during the Civil War [6], in December 1864 at age seventeen, he was an aide-de-camp to Governor Zebulon B.
Vance [7]. In March 1865 he entered the Confederate army and was en route to join the Fourth North Carolina Cavalry
when word arrived of the surrender of General Robert E. Lee. There is a family story that Winston spent so much time
saying goodbye to his many kinfolk that the war ended before he arrived.

Back home from his unsuccessful journey to find his unit, he entered The University of North Carolina [8] and in 1867 was
graduated as valedictorian of his class of eleven. He read law under his father and was licensed to practice on 8 June
1868. Like many other Southerners after the war, Winston moved to Baltimore, where he was also licensed and practiced
law for two years. There he was introduced to Virginia Beeson Miller of Pittsburgh and proposed marriage to her at their
first meeting. She was the daughter of Maria Morrow and Alexander Hamilton Miller, a prominent lawyer of Pittsburgh.
They were married on 5 Jan. 1870 and lived in the Millers' home. Winston received a license in Pennsylvania and joined
his father-in-law's law firm. The Winstons' son, Patrick Henry Winston III, was born on 10 Feb. 1871 but died on 3 July.

Winston was a delegate from Pennsylvania to the 1872 Democratic National Convention, in Baltimore, which nominated
Horace Greeley. In December 1873 he moved his family, now consisting of a young son and a daughter, to North
Carolina, where he began practicing in Windsor. In 1874 he became co-owner and editor of the local newspaper,
the Albemarle Times [9], and in the fall of that year he was elected reading clerk of the state senate. In 1875 he became a
trustee of The University of North Carolina, and in 1876 he was a North Carolina delegate to the Democratic National
Convention in St. Louis, which nominated Samuel Tilden. Governor Vance appointed him a director of the Albemarle and
Chesapeake Canal in 1877.

Never one to put down deep roots, lawyer Patrick Winston had left Windsor by 1882 and moved to the Forsyth County [10]

seat of Winston. Soon afterwards he made another surprising move. In September 1883, in a published "open letter," he
announced his switch of allegiance from the Democratic [11] to the Republican party [12]. This apparently precipitated his fall
into disfavor among his Tar Heel peers. His new party, however, chose him as a delegate to the 1884 Republican National
Convention in Chicago, where, in a brilliant speech [13], he seconded the nomination of Chester A. Arthur for a second
term. In the same year President Arthur appointed him minister to Zurich, but his wife refused to move to Switzerland.
Winston then was appointed registrar of the U.S. Land Office in Lewiston (now Idaho) and thereby became a southern
émigré.
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Apparently Winston went to Lewiston alone, but he returned to North Carolina in a couple of years to collect his family. He
resigned his position as registrar in 1886, and by the end of 1887, or early the next year, the family settled permanently in
what was then Spokane Falls, Washington Territory. On 4 Apr. 1888 Winston became the editor and one of four co-
owners of the Spokane Review. By the end of November 1888 he had resigned as editor and soon resumed the practice
of law.

In 1889, immediately following the admission of Washington into the Union, President Benjamin Harrison appointed
Winston U.S. district attorney, a post he held until removed by President Grover Cleveland. He then became involved in
Washington State political activity during the campaigns of 1892 and 1896. Joining the Silver Republicans in 1896, he was
elected state attorney general on the Fusion [14] ticket by a large majority.

Exertion during the state senatorial campaign of 1897 undermined Winston's health, and after a year's illness he spent
nine months with his brother, George Tayloe Winston [15], in Austin, Tex. He then went back to North Carolina and
subsequently entered a sanitarium in Maryland. In 1900 he returned to his law practice in Spokane. On 22 Aug. 1903 he
published the first issue of a new newspaper, Winston's Weekly [16], which he continued until his death. Recounting his
experiences, philosophy of life, and nostalgic recollections of his childhood in North Carolina, it proved to be a popular
journal with a circulation far beyond the northwestern region. Following his death of apparent heart failure in a Spokane
hotel he was buried in the city's Greenwood Cemetery. Winston was an Episcopalian [17].

In addition to the infant son who died in 1871, his other children were Alexander Miller, Virginia, Maria Ellis, Joseph Byrd,
Crossan Cooke, George Hampton, Sally Shiras, Martha Elizabeth, and Francis Robert.

References:

Samuel A. Ashe, ed., Biographical History of North Carolina, vol. 2 [18] (1905 [portrait [19]]).

Daniel L. Grant, Alumni History of the University of North Carolina (1924).

Patricia Winston Norman (Flintridge, Calif.), personal contact, October 1981.

Spokane, Wash., Winston's Weekly [16], 22 Aug. 1903–9 Apr. 1904.

Additional Resources:

Winston, Robert Watson. It's A Far Cry. Henry Holt And Company. 1937. https://archive.org/details/itsafarcry011740mbp
[20] (accessed March 28, 2013).

Patrick Henry Winston, Jr. papers. Special Collections. University of Washington at Spokane.

Image Credits:

E.G. Williams and Bro. "P.H. Winston." Biographical history of North Carolina from colonial times to the present.
Greensboro, N.C. : C. L. Van Noppen. 1905. https://archive.org/stream/cu31924092215445#page/n639/mode/2up [19]

(accessed March 28, 2013).

Subjects: 
Biographies [21]

Lawyers [22]

Public officials [23]

Writers, journalists, and editors [24]

Authors: 
Powell, William S. [25]

Origin - location: 
Winston-Salem [26]

From: 
Dictionary of North Carolina Biography, University of North Carolina Press. [27]

1 January 1996 | Powell, William S.

Source URL:https://ncpedia.org/biography/winston-patrick-henry-jr

Links
[1] https://ncpedia.org/biography/winston-patrick-henry-jr [2] https://ncpedia.org/archive.org/stream/cu31924092215445%23page/n639/mode/2up [3]
https://ncpedia.org/geography/bertie [4] https://ncpedia.org/biography/winston-patrick-henry [5] https://ncpedia.org/horner-school [6]
https://ncpedia.org/history/cw-1900/civil-war [7] https://ncpedia.org/biography/vance-zebulon-baird [8] https://ncpedia.org/university-north-carolina-
chapel-hi [9] https://www.worldcat.org/oclc/12737480 [10] https://ncpedia.org/geography/forsyth [11] https://ncpedia.org/democratic-party [12]
https://ncpedia.org/republican-party [13] http://books.google.com/books?id=ga01AQAAMAAJ&amp;pg=PA118#v=onepage&amp;q&amp;f=false [14]
https://ncpedia.org/fusion-republicans-and-populists [15] https://ncpedia.org/biography/winston-george-tayloe [16]
https://www.worldcat.org/oclc/16273221 [17] https://ncpedia.org/episcopal-church [18]
https://archive.org/stream/cu31924092215445#page/n637/mode/2up [19] https://archive.org/stream/cu31924092215445#page/n639/mode/2up [20]
https://archive.org/details/itsafarcry011740mbp [21] https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/biography-term [22]
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/lawyers [23] https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/public-officials [24] https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/writer

2

https://ncpedia.org/fusion-republicans-and-populists
https://ncpedia.org/biography/winston-george-tayloe
https://www.worldcat.org/oclc/16273221
https://ncpedia.org/episcopal-church
https://archive.org/stream/cu31924092215445#page/n637/mode/2up
https://archive.org/stream/cu31924092215445#page/n639/mode/2up
https://www.worldcat.org/oclc/16273221
https://archive.org/details/itsafarcry011740mbp
https://archive.org/stream/cu31924092215445#page/n639/mode/2up
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/biography-term
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/lawyers
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/public-officials
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/writer
https://ncpedia.org/category/authors/powell-william-s-0
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmon-20
https://ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/dictionary-no
https://ncpedia.org/biography/winston-patrick-henry-jr
https://ncpedia.org/biography/winston-patrick-henry-jr
https://ncpedia.org/archive.org/stream/cu31924092215445%23page/n639/mode/2up
https://ncpedia.org/geography/bertie
https://ncpedia.org/biography/winston-patrick-henry
https://ncpedia.org/horner-school
https://ncpedia.org/history/cw-1900/civil-war
https://ncpedia.org/biography/vance-zebulon-baird
https://ncpedia.org/university-north-carolina-chapel-hi
https://ncpedia.org/geography/forsyth
https://ncpedia.org/democratic-party
https://ncpedia.org/republican-party
https://ncpedia.org/fusion-republicans-and-populists
https://ncpedia.org/biography/winston-george-tayloe
https://ncpedia.org/episcopal-church
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/biography-term
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/lawyers
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/public-officials
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/writer


[25] https://ncpedia.org/category/authors/powell-william-s-0 [26] https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmon-20 [27]
https://ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/dictionary-no

3

https://ncpedia.org/category/authors/powell-william-s-0
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmon-20
https://ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/dictionary-no

	Winston, Patrick Henry, Jr. [1]
	Winston, Patrick Henry, Jr.
	22 Aug. 1847–3 Apr. 1904


