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UNC Press. p. 234. (Digital page 248). Hugh Waddell, lawyer and legislator, was born at his father's plantation,
Newfield, in Bladen County [2]. He was the son of John W. and Sarah Nash Waddell and the grandson of General Hugh
Waddell [3], colonial military officer and hero of the War of the Regulators, and of General Francis Nash [4], who was killed
in the Battle of German-town, Pa., in October 1777. Waddell was graduated in 1818 from The University of North Carolina
[5], where he was a classmate of James K. Polk [6], who became the eleventh president of the United States.

Waddell planned to study medicine, but his interests changed and he read law instead. In 1823 he began to practice in
Hillsborough and Orange County [7], where he quickly gained an excellent reputation in his profession. Elected to the
House of Commons [8] from Orange County, he served in the 1828–29 and 1835 sessions. From there he was sent to the
state senate for the sessions of 1836–37, 1840–41, 1844–45, 1846–47, and 1848. In 1836 he was president of the
senate. At that time there was no office of lieutenant governor, and the senate president acted in that capacity. In politics
he was a Whig [9].

In 1842 in Hillsborough Waddell opened a school to prepare young men for the bar. He maintained his law practice in
Hillsborough until 1867, when he went to live with his son Alfred in Wilmington. He died there, and his funeral was held at
St. James's Episcopal Church.

Waddell married Susan Moore, the daughter of Alfred Moore [10], in 1824. They had four sons and one daughter: Hugh;
Cameron; Douglas; Alfred Moore [11], who was also a well-known lawyer and congressman; and Maria, who died in New
York City on March 5, 1853 at age 21 and was at the time married to John C. Badham. Maria Waddell attended the
Burwell School in Hillsborough. Following her death, Badham later became a member of the North Carolina General
Assembly and was a delegate to the North Carolina secession convention. He died at the Battle of Williamsburg (Virginia)
on May 5, 1862.

A man of much charm and ability, Hugh Waddell was esteemed by his peers. He was described by one of his
contemporaries as "an admirable specimen of refined manners, unrivalled address, and a nice sense of humor" and by
another as "an excellent debator and speaker, and a jurist of much renown."

 

References:

Ruth Blackwelder, The Age of Orange: Political and Intellectual Leadership in North Carolina, 1752–1861 (1961).
https://www.worldcat.org/oclc/3326155 [12] (accessed December 30, 2013).

DAB, vols. 2, 10 (1936).
1

https://ncpedia.org
https://ncpedia.org/
https://ncpedia.org/biography/waddell-hugh-0
https://ncpedia.org/geography/bladen
https://ncpedia.org/biography/waddell-hugh
https://ncpedia.org/biography/nash-francis
https://ncpedia.org/university-north-carolina-chapel-hi
https://ncpedia.org/biography/polk-james
https://ncpedia.org/geography/orange
https://ncpedia.org/general-assembly
https://ncpedia.org/whig-party
https://ncpedia.org/biography/moore-alfred
https://ncpedia.org/biography/waddell-alfred-moore
https://www.worldcat.org/oclc/3326155


Daniel L. Grant, Alumni History of the University of North Carolina (1924). https://www.worldcat.org/oclc/3560859 [13]

(accessed December 30, 2013).

Hugh T. Lefler and Paul W. Wager, eds., Orange County, 1752–1952 (1953). https://www.worldcat.org/oclc/862239 [14]

(accessed December 30, 2013).

Griffith J. McRee, ed., Life and Correspondence of James Iredell, vol. 2 (1857). https://www.worldcat.org/oclc/60727730 [15]

(accessed December 30, 2013).

Alfred M. Waddell, Some Memories of My Life (1908). https://www.worldcat.org/oclc/4849002 [16] (accessed December 30,
2013).

John H. Wheeler, ed., Reminiscences and Memoirs of North Carolina and Eminent North Carolinians (1884).
https://www.worldcat.org/oclc/22926723 [17] (accessed December 30, 2013).

Wilmington Daily Review, 2 Nov. 1878.

Additional Resources:

Battle, Kemp P. (Kemp Plummer). History of the University of North Carolina. Raleigh, N.C.: Printed for the author by
Edwards & Broughton Printing Company. 1907. https://archive.org/details/historyofunivers00batt [18] (accessed December
30, 2013).

Waddell, Alfred M. (Alfred Moore). Some memories of my life. Raleigh: Edwards & Broughton. 1908.
https://archive.org/details/somememoriesof00wadd [19] (accessed December 30, 2013).

Wheeler, John H. (John Hill). Reminiscences and memoirs of North Carolina and eminent North Carolinians. Columbus,
OH: Columbus Printworks. 1884. https://archive.org/details/reminiscencesmem00whee [20] (accessed December 30, 2013).

Mary Claire Engstrom. The Book of Burwell Students: Lives of Educated Women in the Antebellum South. (Hillsborough:
Hillsborough Historic Commission, 2007).

Raleigh Register (Raleigh, N.C.), March 26, 1853.

Image Credits:

Unidentified artist of the American School, about 1809. "Hugh Waddell, 1799-1879." North Carolina Portrait Index, 1700-
1860. Chapel Hill: UNC Press. p. 234. (Digital page 248). Accessed 10/16/2014.

Subjects: 
Antebellum (1820-1861) [21]

Biographies [22]

Lawyers [23]

Political leaders [24]

Politics and government [25]

Authors: 
Keating, Mary R. [26]

Origin - location: 
Bladen County [27]

Orange County [28]

University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill [29]

Hillsborough [30]

From: 
Dictionary of North Carolina Biography, University of North Carolina Press. [31]

1 January 1996 | Keating, Mary R.

Source URL:https://ncpedia.org/biography/waddell-hugh-0

Links
[1] https://ncpedia.org/biography/waddell-hugh-0 [2] https://ncpedia.org/geography/bladen [3] https://ncpedia.org/biography/waddell-hugh [4]
https://ncpedia.org/biography/nash-francis [5] https://ncpedia.org/university-north-carolina-chapel-hi [6] https://ncpedia.org/biography/polk-james [7]
https://ncpedia.org/geography/orange [8] https://ncpedia.org/general-assembly [9] https://ncpedia.org/whig-party [10]
https://ncpedia.org/biography/moore-alfred [11] https://ncpedia.org/biography/waddell-alfred-moore [12] https://www.worldcat.org/oclc/3326155 [13]
https://www.worldcat.org/oclc/3560859 [14] https://www.worldcat.org/oclc/862239 [15] https://www.worldcat.org/oclc/60727730 [16]
https://www.worldcat.org/oclc/4849002 [17] https://www.worldcat.org/oclc/22926723 [18] https://archive.org/details/historyofunivers00batt [19]
https://archive.org/details/somememoriesof00wadd [20] https://archive.org/details/reminiscencesmem00whee [21]
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/antebellum-1820-1 [22] https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/biography-term [23]
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/lawyers [24] https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/political-leaders  [25]
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/politics-and-gove [26] https://ncpedia.org/category/authors/keating-mary-r [27]
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/coastal--5 [28] https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmont/o [29]
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmon-33 [30] https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmont-6 [31]
https://ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/dictionary-no

2

https://www.worldcat.org/oclc/3560859
https://www.worldcat.org/oclc/862239
https://www.worldcat.org/oclc/60727730
https://www.worldcat.org/oclc/4849002
https://www.worldcat.org/oclc/22926723
https://archive.org/details/historyofunivers00batt
https://archive.org/details/somememoriesof00wadd
https://archive.org/details/reminiscencesmem00whee
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/antebellum-1820-1
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/biography-term
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/lawyers
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/political-leaders
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/politics-and-gove
https://ncpedia.org/category/authors/keating-mary-r
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/coastal--5
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmont/o
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmon-33
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmont-6
https://ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/dictionary-no
https://ncpedia.org/biography/waddell-hugh-0
https://ncpedia.org/biography/waddell-hugh-0
https://ncpedia.org/geography/bladen
https://ncpedia.org/biography/waddell-hugh
https://ncpedia.org/biography/nash-francis
https://ncpedia.org/university-north-carolina-chapel-hi
https://ncpedia.org/biography/polk-james
https://ncpedia.org/geography/orange
https://ncpedia.org/general-assembly
https://ncpedia.org/whig-party
https://ncpedia.org/biography/moore-alfred
https://ncpedia.org/biography/waddell-alfred-moore
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/antebellum-1820-1
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/biography-term
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/lawyers
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/political-leaders
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/politics-and-gove
https://ncpedia.org/category/authors/keating-mary-r
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/coastal--5
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmont/o
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmon-33
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmont-6
https://ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/dictionary-no


3


	Waddell, Hugh [1]
	Waddell, Hugh
	21 Mar. 1799–2 Nov. 1878


