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ca. 1802–1844

John Turner, Texas pioneer, politician, soldier, and jurist, was born in North Carolina but, like others of the time, was
taken by his parents to Tennessee as a youth. From there he emigrated to Texas in 1834. On 20 June 1835 he received
title to one league and one labor (a Spanish land unit measuring 177 acres) of land in what became Live Oak County,
seventy miles south of San Antonio.

On 1 Feb. 1836 Turner was elected to represent the San Patricio community in the constitutional convention. After the
convention adjourned, he joined the Army of Texas [2]. His land was overrun by the army of the Mexican dictator, Santa
Anna. Turner served under General Thomas Jefferson Green [3], a native of Warren County [4], N.C., and was apparently
engaged in procuring horses and supplies for the army.

Following the success of the Texas Revolution [5], Turner was elected to the house of representatives of the new Republic
of Texas. After his service in the government, he returned to the San Patricio municipality and was appointed county
judge by Sam Houston [6]. Turner left San Patricio in 1839 and settled near Houston, where he resided until his death.
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