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John Thomson, Presbyterian clergyman, teacher, and writer, was born in Northern Ireland and baptized in 1691. On 1
Mar. 1706 he entered the University of Glasgow [2], Scotland, from which he was graduated with the M.A. degree in 1710–
11. Licensed to preach by the Presbytery of Armagh in Northern Ireland on 23 June 1713, he moved with his family to
Virginia in 1715, disembarking at Yorktown just nine years after the Presbyterian church had been formally organized in
the American colonies. He settled among relatives and on 24 Sept. 1717 became a member of the New Castle
Presbytery, one of four that constituted the newly formed Synod of Philadelphia. Thomson frequently served as moderator
of the courts of the church of which he was a member and in 1719 and 1722 of the Synod of Philadelphia. He was the first
to recommend to the synod the adoption of the Westminster Assembly (1641–48) Standards (Confession of Faith, Larger
and Shorter Catechisms, and the Book of Church Order ) as the constitution of the Presbyterian church. This was formerly
done in 1729. He is also credited with authorship of The Directory of Worship, which was later incorporated into the
constitution.

Following his ordination in April 1717, Thomson began his ministry at Lewes, Del. For thirty-five years he served churches
in Delaware, Pennsylvania, and Virginia—possibly even after he settled in North Carolina in midcentury. A controversial
figure, he often engaged in polemics, written and spoken, with peers and sometimes with parishioners. He was outspoken
and adequately endowed with Scottish sagacity equal to every situation.

The minutes of the General Synod of Philadelphia record that in May 1744 many people in North Carolina reported their
"desolate condition" and requested that a minister be stationed among them. It was ordered that the Reverend Mr.
Thomson respond, and it is assumed that he did. He moved to North Carolina in 1751, intending to remain; he built a
cabin in present Iredell County [3] near Mount Mourne not far from the home of his son-in-law, Samuel Baker. Not only did
he prove to be a vigorous and persuasive preacher, but also he had an eye for desirable land, some of which was held for
eventual church uses. Land in the area was rapidly being taken up, and he acquired three grants of 640 acres each on
various creeks. Early deeds indicate that he actually surveyed some of the tracts himself. As new settlers arrived this land
was made available to them.

With the location of his home as a central point, Thomson established a number of stands or outpost preaching stations—
one was under a great poplar tree near the present Davidson College [4], and another, near Fourth Creek [5], became the
prominent First Presbyterian Church in Statesville [6]. Deeds dated 1753 suggest that he served Cathey's Meeting House, a
landmark for the region. Another stand became Third Creek Presbyterian Church, and the town of Concord developed
around another. He visited the settlements in which Centre, Hopewell, Sugaw Creek, Poplar Tent, and Thyatira churches
evolved. The significance of this is that all of these stands became influential Presbyterian churches, and from them or the
communities in which they were located have come some of the most powerful and distinguished citizens of North
Carolina.

Thomson's marriage took place in Ireland in or about 1715. His wife's name is unknown, but she may have been a Miss
Osborne. They had one child, a daughter, before arriving in America, and they were the parents of eleven more before
her death in 1733 or 1734. His second wife was Mary McKean Reid, widow of Thomas Reid of Octorara, Pa. To them was
born one child, Hannah, in 1735.

Thomson died on the eve of the French and Indian War [7] when Indian raids on frontier settlements were common. This
may account for his burial beneath the floor of his cabin, where his son-in-law, Samuel Baker, was also buried. The site
eventually became known as Baker's Grave Yard, and it was surrounded by a rough rock wall. In 1963 it disappeared
under the waters of Lake Norman, after the construction of Cowan's Ford Dam on the Catawba River [8] and the removal of
the graves and stone markers to the cemetery of old Centre Church near Mount Mourne.

Thomson was the author of several publications, one of which was printed in Philadelphia by Benjamin Franklin and one
in Williamsburg, Va., by William Parks. Among them were An Overture Presented to the Reverend Synod of Dissenting
Ministers [9] (1729), An Essay Upon the Faith of Assurance [10] (1740), The Doctrine of Convictions Set in a Clear Light [11]

(1741), Poor Orphan's Legacy [12] (1743), written on the occasion of the death of his first wife, An Appendix, Containing the
Articles of the Church of England (1749), and An Explication of the Shorter Catechism [13] (1749). The latter, printed in
Williamsburg, Va., has been acclaimed as the first Presbyterian book published in the South.
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