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Photograph of a portrait of Reverend John
Robinson, circa 1800. Image from
Archive.org.  [2]John Robinson, clergyman and teacher, was born in Mecklenburg County
[3] near Charlotte [4], the son of David and Mary Hayes Robinson, of English and French descent. His grandfather, Andrew
Robinson, settled in Lancaster County, Pa., in the early 1700s, and his father moved to North Carolina in 1750. Young
Robinson's education was directed by Dr. Thomas Henderson [5] of Charlotte and the Reverend Robert Archibald of the
Poplar Tent Academy in Cabarrus County [6]. He completed his classical education at Mount Zion College in Winnsboro,
S.C., from which he received the A.B. degree. The University of North Carolina [7] awarded him a master's degree in 1810
and a doctor of divinity degree in 1829.

On 4 Apr. 1793 he was licensed to preach by the Orange Presbytery. His first assignment was in Duplin County [8]. In 1736
the Reverend Hugh McAden [9] had organized a church in the Grove Pond area, but it had been without a pastor for some
years. Robinson bought a home and remained there for five years. In 1800 he accepted an invitation from the
Presbyterians [10]in Fayetteville [11], and soon after his arrival he began to organize a church. The six elders elected were
Robert Donaldson [12], Duncan McLeran, David Anderson, Duncan McAuslin, Archibald Campbell, and Colonel John
Dickson. On 6 Sept. 1801 the ordinance of the Lord's Supper was administered for the first time in Fayetteville. "There
were seventeen members, but there were one hundred and fifty who sat down to the table." In addition to his pastoral
duties, Robinson was principal of the Fayetteville Academy [13]. The combined salary for the year was one thousand
dollars. He found the double duty too much for his strength, and in December 1801 he resigned.

Robinson went to Poplar Tent Church in Cabarrus County [6] where he became pastor and teacher. In 1803 he was
"induced by earnest solicitations of the citizens of Fayetteville to return," yet not until 1805 did he actually take up the
pastoral duties and the classical school there. His second ministry lasted until 1808, when he resigned again for the same
reason. Returning to Poplar Tent, he remained at the church until 1841, when he resigned his pastorate due to age and
infirmity. For many years Robinson also was president of the board of trustees of Davidson College [14].

Resolutions adopted by the people of Fayetteville at the time of his death reflect the stability of the Presbyterian
congregation as well as the lasting impression Robinson's labors made on the community. A tablet hangs in the vestibule
of the church and his portrait is in the historical room. A marble slab erected by his pupils marks his grave in the cemetery
at Poplar Tent.

On 9 Apr. 1795 Robinson married Mary Baldwin, the stepdaughter of his old teacher, Dr. Henderson. She died in 1836;
four of their children, two sons and two daughters, reached maturity.

1

https://ncpedia.org
https://ncpedia.org/
https://ncpedia.org/biography/robinson-john
https://archive.org/stream/historyoffirstpr00rank#page/n19/mode/2up
https://ncpedia.org/geography/mecklenburg
https://ncpedia.org/charlotte
https://ncpedia.org/biography/henderson-thomas
https://ncpedia.org/geography/cabarrus
https://ncpedia.org/university-north-carolina-chapel-hi
https://ncpedia.org/geography/duplin
https://ncpedia.org/biography/mcaden-hugh
https://ncpedia.org/presbyterian-church
https://ncpedia.org/fayetteville
https://ncpedia.org/biography/donaldson-robert-jr
https://ncpedia.org/fayetteville-academy
https://ncpedia.org/geography/cabarrus
https://ncpedia.org/davidson-college


References:

Samuel A. Ashe, ed., Biographical History of North Carolina, vol. 3 (1905).

Kemp P. Battle, History of the University of North Carolina, vol. 1 (1907).

Cabarrus Black Boys Chapter, Daughters of the American Revolution (1934).

William Henry Foote, Sketches of North Carolina: Historical and Biographical (1846). [15]

William S. Harris, Historical Sketches of Poplar Tent Church (1901).

Kate Robinson McDiarmid (North Wilkesboro), notes on the family.

Harriet Sutton Rankin, History of First Presbyterian Church, Fayetteville, North Carolina (1928). [16]

J. K. Rouse, Interesting Colonial Churches in North Carolina (1961).

Additional Resources:

R.H. Morrison; Poplar Tent Church. Funeral sermon of the Rev. John Robinson, D.D., late pastor of Poplar Tent Church,
preached at Poplar Tent, February 22d, 1844. 1844. https://archive.org/details/funeralsermonofr00rhmo [17] (accessed July
23, 2013).

Image Credits:

"Rev. John Robinson First Pastor Presbyterian Church, Favetteville, N. C. 1800." History of First Presbyterian Church,
Fayetteville, North Carolina : from old manuscripts and addresses. [s.l. : s.n.]. 1928.
https://archive.org/stream/historyoffirstpr00rank#page/n19/mode/2up [2] (accessed July 23, 2013).

Subjects: 
Biographies [18]

Religious Leaders and Clergy [19]

Educators [20]

Authors: 
Johnson, Lucile Miller [21]

Origin - location: 
Fayetteville [22]

Cabarrus County [23]

Mecklenburg County [24]

From: 
Dictionary of North Carolina Biography, University of North Carolina Press. [25]

1 January 1994 | Johnson, Lucile Miller

Source URL:https://ncpedia.org/biography/robinson-john

Links
[1] https://ncpedia.org/biography/robinson-john [2] https://archive.org/stream/historyoffirstpr00rank#page/n19/mode/2up [3]
https://ncpedia.org/geography/mecklenburg [4] https://ncpedia.org/charlotte [5] https://ncpedia.org/biography/henderson-thomas [6]
https://ncpedia.org/geography/cabarrus [7] https://ncpedia.org/university-north-carolina-chapel-hi [8] https://ncpedia.org/geography/duplin [9]
https://ncpedia.org/biography/mcaden-hugh [10] https://ncpedia.org/presbyterian-church [11] https://ncpedia.org/fayetteville [12]
https://ncpedia.org/biography/donaldson-robert-jr [13] https://ncpedia.org/fayetteville-academy [14] https://ncpedia.org/davidson-college [15]
https://archive.org/stream/sketchesofnorthc00foot#page/444/mode/2up [16] https://archive.org/details/historyoffirstpr00rank [17]
https://archive.org/details/funeralsermonofr00rhmo [18] https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/biography-term [19]
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/clergy [20] https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/educators [21] https://ncpedia.org/category/authors/johnson-
lucile [22] https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/coastal-48 [23] https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmon-18 [24]
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmont/m [25] https://ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/dictionary-no

2

https://archive.org/stream/sketchesofnorthc00foot#page/444/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/historyoffirstpr00rank
https://archive.org/details/funeralsermonofr00rhmo
https://archive.org/stream/historyoffirstpr00rank#page/n19/mode/2up
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/biography-term
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/clergy
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/educators
https://ncpedia.org/category/authors/johnson-lucile
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/coastal-48
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmon-18
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmont/m
https://ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/dictionary-no
https://ncpedia.org/biography/robinson-john
https://ncpedia.org/biography/robinson-john
https://ncpedia.org/geography/mecklenburg
https://ncpedia.org/charlotte
https://ncpedia.org/biography/henderson-thomas
https://ncpedia.org/geography/cabarrus
https://ncpedia.org/university-north-carolina-chapel-hi
https://ncpedia.org/geography/duplin
https://ncpedia.org/biography/mcaden-hugh
https://ncpedia.org/presbyterian-church
https://ncpedia.org/fayetteville
https://ncpedia.org/biography/donaldson-robert-jr
https://ncpedia.org/fayetteville-academy
https://ncpedia.org/davidson-college
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/biography-term
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/clergy
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/educators
https://ncpedia.org/category/authors/johnson-lucile
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/coastal-48
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmon-18
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmont/m
https://ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/dictionary-no

	Robinson, John [1]
	Robinson, John
	8 Jan. 1768–15 Dec. 1845


