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Photograph of Daniel Efird Rhyne, circa 1919.

Image from the Government and Heritage Library

collections, State Library of North Carolina. Daniel Efird Rhyne, textile manufacturer, banker, and philanthropist,
was born on a farm in Gaston County 2 near the town of Mount Holly. A son of Moses H. and Margaret Hoffman Rhyne,
he was a descendant of pioneer German settlers 3. He received his early education in the common schools and in 1872
and 1873 attended North Carolina College w1, a Lutheran iischool at Mount Pleasant.

At age twenty-one he formed a partnership with Ambrose Costner and Abel Peterson Rhyne s, his brother, and erected a
cotton mill near where Dutchman's Creek enters the Catawba River 7. Eventually he became a large stockholder in a
score of textile plants in Belmont, Cherryville, and Lincolnton and was generally regarded by his contemporaries as a
genius in cotton mill management. Rhyne owned the Piedmont Wagon Company s, one of the oldest industries in
Catawba County 91, and his real estate holdings included 15,000 acres of farm and mineral land in Gaston, Lincoln,
Catawba, McDowell, and Rutherford counties. At one time he had 3,000 acres under cultivation. He was president of a
bank in both Lincolnton and Cherryville and was a director of two banks in Charlotte. New inventions fascinated Rhyne,
and the Lincolnton Lincoln Journal reported in November 1899 that he was the first person in North Carolina to own an
automobile (.

His generous donations made possible the erection of a dozen Lutheran church buildings in Lincoln, Catawba, Gaston,
Iredell, Mecklenburg, and Guilford counties, and his large benefactions to Lenoir College at Hickory resulted in the name
of the institution being changed to Lenoir Rhyne College ri11in 1923. A new college administration building, for which he
supplied the funds, was also named in his honor.

In his personal appearance, Rhyne was short of stature and of stocky build. In 1887 he moved to the village of Laboratory,
near Lincolnton, and resided there until his death. He never married. A baptized member of Lutheran Chapel Church in
Gaston County, he was buried in the Lutheran Chapel Cemetery.


https://ncpedia.org
https://ncpedia.org/
https://ncpedia.org/biography/rhyne-daniel-efird
https://ncpedia.org/geography/gaston
https://ncpedia.org/german-settlers
https://ncpedia.org/north-carolina-college
https://ncpedia.org/lutheran-church
https://ncpedia.org/biography/rhyne-abel-peterson
https://ncpedia.org/rivers/catawba
https://ncpedia.org/piedmont-wagon-company
https://ncpedia.org/geography/catawba
https://ncpedia.org/automobiles
https://ncpedia.org/lenoir-rhyne-college

The David Efird Rhyne Memorial Building at
Lenoir-Rhyne College, Hickory, 2001. Image from
the North Carolina Digital Collections. nzReferences:

Frank P. Cauble, "Daniel Efird Rhyne" (Lenoir Rhyne College Library, Hickory, 1973).
L. M. Hoffman, Our Kin (1915).

North Carolina Biography, vol. 4 (1928 [portrait]).

Additional Resources:

"Daniel E. Rhyne 1852-1931." N.C. Highway Historical Marker O-65, N.C. Office of Archives & History.

https://www.ncdcr.gov/about/history/division-historical-resources/nc-highway-historical-marker-program/Markers.aspx?
sp=Markers&k=Markers&sv=0-65 13 (accessed April 25, 2013).

Harpe, Jason L., and Jordon, Sarah. "Daniel E. Rhyne House." [Landmark designation report]. November 20, 2007.
http://www.lincolncounty.org/DocumentCenter/Home/View/463 (14 (accessed April 25, 2013).

"Daniel Efird Rhyne." The Uplift 9, no. 20 (March 1921). 20-22.
https://archive.org/stream/upliftserial9849ston#page/n549/mode/2up 151 (accessed April 25, 2013).

Harpe, Jason. Lincoln County: North Carolina. Arcadia Publishing, 2000. 39. http://books.google.com/books?
id=HNAFNI4BFVcC&source=gbs_navlinks_s&printsec=frontcover#v=onepage&qg&f=false ¢ (accessed April 25, 2013).

"Mills of D. E. Rhyne." Southern Textile Bulletin. December 25, 1919. 252.
Image Credits:

"D.E. Rhyne, Lincolnton, N.C." Photograph. Southern Textile Bulletin. December 25, 1919. 252. Government and Heritage
Library collections, State Library of North Carolina.

North Carolina ECHO (Project). "The Daniel Efird Rhyne Memorial Building on the Lenoir Rhyne campus has an
interesting architectural style." Photograph. Lenoir Rhyne College, Hickory, N.C. May 4, 2001.
https://digital.ncdcr.gov/Documents/Detail/lenoir-rhyne-college/49769 112 (accessed April 25, 2013).

Subjects:
Biographies 117
Business leaders [1s
Philanthropy (19

Textile industry 20
Authors:

Cauble, Frank P. 1
Origin - location:
Catawba County [z
Gaston County 3
From:

Dictionary of North Carolina Biography, University of North Carolina Press.i4
1 January 1994 | Cauble, Frank P.

Source URL:https://ncpedia.org/biography/rhyne-daniel-efird

Links

1] https://ncpedia.org/biography/rhyne-daniel-efird [2] https://ncpedia.org/geography/gaston [3] https://ncpedia.org/german-settlers [4]
https://ncpedia.org/north-carolina-college [5] https://ncpedia.org/lutheran-church [6] https:/ncpedia.org/biography/rhyne-abel-peterson [7]
https://ncpedia.org/rivers/catawba [8] https:/ncpedia.org/piedmont-wagon-company [9] https:/ncpedia.org/geography/catawba [10]
https://ncpedia.org/automobiles [11] https://ncpedia.org/lenoir-rhyne-college [12] https:/digital.ncdcr.gov/Documents/Detail/lenoir-rhyne-college/49769


https://digital.ncdcr.gov/Documents/Detail/lenoir-rhyne-college/49769
https://www.ncdcr.gov/about/history/division-historical-resources/nc-highway-historical-marker-program/Markers.aspx?sp=Markers&k=Markers&sv=O-65
http://www.lincolncounty.org/DocumentCenter/Home/View/463
https://archive.org/stream/upliftserial9849ston#page/n549/mode/2up
http://books.google.com/books?id=HNAFNI4BFVcC&source=gbs_navlinks_s&printsec=frontcover#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://digital.ncdcr.gov/Documents/Detail/lenoir-rhyne-college/49769
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/biography-term
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/business-leaders
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/philanthropy
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/textile-industry
https://ncpedia.org/category/authors/cauble-frank-p
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmon-15
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/gaston-cou
https://ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/dictionary-no
https://ncpedia.org/biography/rhyne-daniel-efird
https://ncpedia.org/biography/rhyne-daniel-efird
https://ncpedia.org/geography/gaston
https://ncpedia.org/german-settlers
https://ncpedia.org/north-carolina-college
https://ncpedia.org/lutheran-church
https://ncpedia.org/biography/rhyne-abel-peterson
https://ncpedia.org/rivers/catawba
https://ncpedia.org/piedmont-wagon-company
https://ncpedia.org/geography/catawba
https://ncpedia.org/automobiles
https://ncpedia.org/lenoir-rhyne-college

[13] https://www.ncdcr.gov/about/history/division-historical-resources/nc-highway-historical-marker-program/Markers.aspx?
sp=Markers&amp;k=Markers&amp;sv=0-65 [14] http://www.lincolncounty.org/DocumentCenter/Home/View/463 [15]
https://archive.org/stream/upliftserial9849ston#page/n549/mode/2up [16] http://books.google.com/books?
id=HNAFNI4BFVcC&amp;source=gbs_navlinks_s&amp;printsec=frontcover#v=onepage&amp;g&amp;f=false [17]
https:/ncpedia.org/category/subjects/biography-term [18] https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/business-leaders [19]
https:/ncpedia.org/category/subjects/philanthropy [20] https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/textile-industry [21]
https:/ncpedia.org/category/authors/cauble-frank-p [22] https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmon-15 [23]
https:/ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/gaston-cou [24] https:/ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/dictionary-no


https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/biography-term
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/business-leaders
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/philanthropy
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/textile-industry
https://ncpedia.org/category/authors/cauble-frank-p
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmon-15
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/gaston-cou
https://ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/dictionary-no

	Rhyne, Daniel Efird [1]
	Rhyne, Daniel Efird
	8 Feb. 1852–25 Feb. 1933


