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Robert Stanley Rankin, political science educator, was born in Tusculum, Tenn., the son of Thomas Samuel and Mary
Isabel Coile Rankin. During World War I [3] he served briefly as a sergeant. He was graduated from Tusculum College [4] in
1920 and received a master of arts degree (1922) and a doctorate (1924) from Princeton University [5]. Between 1924 and
1927 he taught history and political science at Tusculum College after which he joined the faculty of Duke University [6],
where he remained until his death. Rankin became a full professor in 1934 and taught until his retirement in 1969. He was
assistant dean of the graduate school (1929–36), acting dean (1935–36), and chairman of the Department of Political
Science (1949–64). His professional and teaching specialties were American constitutional law, political institutions at the
state and local levels, and, in his later years, civil liberties. At various times he was visiting professor at Alabama [7],
Stanford [8], and Columbia universities [9], and at Wake Forest College [10]. In 1950 Tusculum College awarded him the
honorary doctor of laws degree.

Rankin was one of the founders of the Southern Political Science Association [11] and was its president in 1931. He served
for a time as book review editor of the Journal of Politics and on the executive council of the American Political Science
Association. He participated in college basketball, tennis, and track; tennis, however, remained his athletic hobby, and in
the early 1930s he won the tennis championship of Durham [12]. At Duke he sat on the Athletic Council and was chairman
of the Atlantic Coast Conference. In recognition of his contributions to collegiate athletics, the P. H. Hanes Foundation
gave $25,000 in his honor to the Duke Athletic Fund.

He served on the Duke Library board and the academic council, and he headed the campus lecture committee for many
years, including the centennial emphasis in 1938–39. By vote of the student body in 1969 he was named Outstanding
Professor and commended for his "contributions to Duke University and to its student body, both inside and outside the
classroom." An accomplished pianist, Rankin prepared more than three dozen original musical arrangements on various
themes. Two of these were recorded for playing on a music box he had manufactured in Switzerland. He also collected
and studied maps and worked double acrostics.

Having attracted the attention of national and state business leaders, he was appointed a member of the National
Arbitration Panel in 1944. Two years later he was a guest of Princeton University for its bicentennial conference on "The
Evolution of Social Institutions in America." In 1947 he was invited to formulate a new program of government for the
District of Columbia, in 1949 he was project director for the Connecticut Commission on State Government, and in 1954
he headed a comprehensive state government study in South Carolina. From 1958 Rankin was a consultant to the U.S.
Commission on Civil Rights, and in 1960 President Dwight D. Eisenhower appointed him one of the six members of this
commission, on which he served until his death. After his death the commission named its library the Robert S. Rankin
National Civil Rights Library [13].

By gubernatorial appointment in 1967 he served as one of six members of Governor Dan K. Moore [14]'s Local Government
Study Commission. Earlier (1965) the governor had appointed him a member of the Commission on the Study of the
Board of Trustees of The University of North Carolina [15].

Following his retirement after forty-two years of teaching at Duke, Rankin was honored by his colleagues with the
publication of a festschrift, Law and Justice: Essays in Honor of Robert S. Rankin [16] (1970). Between 1971 and 1976 he
served on Phi Beta Kappa's panel of distinguished speakers lecturing on a wide range of related subjects at colleges and
universities around the country. Under grants awarded by the National Endowment for the Humanities, he served as
director of forums in the humanities in nearly thirty libraries in North Carolina.

Among Rankin's published works were When Civil Law Fails [17] (1939), Readings in American Government [18] (1939),
Political Science in the South [19] (1946), and Government and Administration of North Carolina [20] (1955). He also was
coauthor of Fundamentals of American National Government [21] (1955), Fundamentals of American Government: National,
State, Local [22] (1957), Freedom and Emergency Powers in the Cold War [23] (1964), and Race and the Tobacco Industry
[24] (1970). He was a frequent contributor to both national and state periodicals.

Rankin married Dorothy Newsom of Durham in 1933, and they were the parents of Dorothy Battle (Mrs. Robert Houston
Robinson) and Robert S., Jr., both of whom became attorneys. A Presbyterian, he was buried in Maplewood Cemetery,
Durham.
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