
Published on NCpedia (https://ncpedia.org)

Home > Person, William

Person, William [1]

Person, William
by Sue Dossett Skinner, 1994

30 Nov. 1734–1778

William Person, planter and member of the colonial Assembly [2] and Provincial Congress [3], the son of William and Ann
Person, was born in Surry County, Va. When he was a small child, he moved with his parents to North Carolina and spent
his life in Granville [4] (later Bute [5] and now Warren [6]) County. Among his large landholdings were six grants from Earl
Granville [7].

William Person succeeded his brother, Benjamin [8], on 16 Dec. 1771 as representative of Bute County [5] in the colonial
Assembly and was reelected for three successive sessions, serving until 1774. He then became a member of the first four
Provincial congresses [3], which held sessions at New Bern in 1774 and 1775, at Hillsborough in 1775, and at Halifax in
1776 [9]. In the latter body he held a variety of committee posts. In addition, he was a justice [10] of the Bute County Court.

On 2 Sept. 1759 in Granville County he married Martha Eaton (b. 1742), the daughter of Colonel William and Martha
Rives Eaton. Their children were Sarah (b. 30 July 1760, m. William Vaughan), Martha (b. 19 Jan. 1763, m. William
Johnson), William (19 July 1765–1857, m. Elizabeth Holman), Thomas (b. 17 Feb. 1768), Mary (b. 15 Dec. 1771, m. one
Williams), and Benjamin Eaton (b. 5 Mar. 1774). Person died in Bute County.

References:

W. C. Allen, History of Halifax County (1918). https://archive.org/details/historyofhalifax00allen [11] (accessed July 21,
2014).

Samuel A. Ashe, History of North Carolina, vol. 1 (1908) [12], and ed., Biographical History of North Carolina, vol. 7 (1908)
[13].

Bute County Records, Estate Papers, Granville County Records, and Warren County Records (North Carolina State
Archives, Raleigh).

John L. Cheney, Jr., North Carolina Government, 1585–1979 (1981).

Walter Clark, ed., State Records of North Carolina, vols. 11 (1895), 13–15 (1896–98), 17 (1899), 19 (1901), 22–23 (1907,
1904). https://docsouth.unc.edu/csr/index.html/volumes [14] (accessed July 21, 2014).

Raleigh Register, 25 Nov. 1800.

William L. Saunders, ed., Colonial Records of North Carolina, vols. 6 (1888), 8–10
(1890). https://docsouth.unc.edu/csr/index.html/volumes [14] (accessed July 21, 2014).

George F. Walker, Person Lineage (1951).

Manly Wade Wellman, The County of Warren, North Carolina, 1586–1917 (1959).

John H. Wheeler, Historical Sketches of North Carolina (1851). https://archive.org/details/historicalsketch00whee
[15](accessed July 21, 2014).

Subjects: 
Colonial period (1600-1763) [16]

American Revolution (1763-1789) [17]

Biographies [18]

Judges [19]

Planters [20]

Public officials [21]

Authors: 
Skinner, Sue Dossett [22]

Origin - location: 
Granville County [23]

Warren County [24]

From: 
Dictionary of North Carolina Biography, University of North Carolina Press. [25]

1

https://ncpedia.org
https://ncpedia.org/
https://ncpedia.org/biography/person-william-0
https://ncpedia.org/general-assembly
https://ncpedia.org/provincial-congresses
https://ncpedia.org/geography/granville
https://ncpedia.org/bute-county
https://ncpedia.org/geography/warren
https://ncpedia.org/lords-proprietors
https://ncpedia.org/biography/person-benjamin-thomas
https://ncpedia.org/bute-county
https://ncpedia.org/provincial-congresses
https://ncpedia.org/history/usrevolution/halifax-resolves
https://ncpedia.org/justices-peace
https://archive.org/details/historyofhalifax00allen
https://archive.org/details/historyofnorthca12ashe
https://archive.org/details/biographicalhis06ashegoog
https://docsouth.unc.edu/csr/index.html/volumes
https://docsouth.unc.edu/csr/index.html/volumes
https://archive.org/details/historicalsketch00whee
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/colonial-period
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/us-revolution
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/biography-term
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/judges
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/planters
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/public-officials
https://ncpedia.org/category/authors/skinner-sue
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmont/g
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmont-2
https://ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/dictionary-no


1 January 1994 | Skinner, Sue Dossett

Source URL:https://ncpedia.org/biography/person-william-0

Links
[1] https://ncpedia.org/biography/person-william-0 [2] https://ncpedia.org/general-assembly [3] https://ncpedia.org/provincial-congresses [4]
https://ncpedia.org/geography/granville [5] https://ncpedia.org/bute-county [6] https://ncpedia.org/geography/warren [7] https://ncpedia.org/lords-
proprietors [8] https://ncpedia.org/biography/person-benjamin-thomas [9] https://ncpedia.org/history/usrevolution/halifax-resolves [10]
https://ncpedia.org/justices-peace [11] https://archive.org/details/historyofhalifax00allen [12] https://archive.org/details/historyofnorthca12ashe [13]
https://archive.org/details/biographicalhis06ashegoog [14] https://docsouth.unc.edu/csr/index.html/volumes [15]
https://archive.org/details/historicalsketch00whee [16] https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/colonial-period [17]
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/us-revolution [18] https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/biography-term [19]
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/judges [20] https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/planters [21] https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/public-
officials [22] https://ncpedia.org/category/authors/skinner-sue [23] https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmont/g [24]
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmont-2 [25] https://ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/dictionary-no

2

https://ncpedia.org/biography/person-william-0
https://ncpedia.org/biography/person-william-0
https://ncpedia.org/general-assembly
https://ncpedia.org/provincial-congresses
https://ncpedia.org/geography/granville
https://ncpedia.org/bute-county
https://ncpedia.org/geography/warren
https://ncpedia.org/lords-proprietors
https://ncpedia.org/biography/person-benjamin-thomas
https://ncpedia.org/history/usrevolution/halifax-resolves
https://ncpedia.org/justices-peace
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/colonial-period
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/us-revolution
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/biography-term
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/judges
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/planters
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/public-officials
https://ncpedia.org/category/authors/skinner-sue
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmont/g
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmont-2
https://ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/dictionary-no

	Person, William [1]
	Person, William
	30 Nov. 1734–1778


