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Hendren, William Mayhew
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13 Oct. 1871–19 July 1939

Mitchell Printing Co. 1925. Frontispiece. Image
courtesy of the N.C. Government & Heritage
Library. William Mayhew Hendren, lawyer, was born in New Bern, the son of the Reverend Linville L. Hendren, Methodist Episcopal Church, South, and
Mary Elizabeth Mayhew Hendren. Through his maternal line he was a direct descendant of Thomas Mayhew, governor and patentee of Martha's Vineyard, Nantucket, and Elizabeth Isles, Mass.,
who began a settlement at Edgartown, Martha's Vineyard, in 1642.

Young Hendren received his elementary and preparatory education in various public schools in North Carolina and at the Hill School in Statesville. He attended The University of North Carolina [2] as
an undergraduate from 1890 to 1892, then returned to study law from 1893 to 1895. Admitted to the North Carolina bar in 1894, he joined the Winston (now Winston-Salem) firm of Glenn and Manly
in 1896, which then became Glenn, Manly and Hendren. For more than forty years he was a partner in this and the successor firms of Manly and Hendren (1905) and Manly, Hendren and Womble
(1911). He was senior partner of the latter from 1929 until the time of his death. The firm engaged in general civil practice, specializing in corporation, insurance, and banking law. It was counsel for
the R. J. Reynolds Tobacco Company [3], Wachovia Bank and Trust Company [4], P. H. Hanes Knitting Company [5], Chatham Manufacturing Company, Security Life and Trust Company, Pascal Mirror
Company, Haverty Furniture Company of Winston-Salem, and Rawls Dickson Candy Company.

Hendren's firm also served as assistant division counsel for the Southern Railway Company [6] and as local counsel for the Western Union Telegraph Company, American Express Company, Duke
Power Company [7], Standard Oil Company of New Jersey, Montgomery Ward Company, New York Life Insurance Company, Penn Mutual Life Insurance Company, Prudential Insurance Company of
America, Metropolitan Life Insurance Company, Equitable Life Assurance Society of the United States, and a number of other life, fire, and liability insurance companies.

Hendren was a member of the board of directors of the Wachovia Bank and Trust Company and of the Security Life and Trust Company. He raised money for good causes in Winston-Salem, notably
for the fund to build Baptist Hospital. A Democrat, he represented Forsyth County [8] in the North Carolina Senate in 1931–32. He was a member of the Forsyth County Bar Association, the North
Carolina Bar Association [9] (president, 1925–26), the American Bar Association (general council, 1932–35), Delta Kappa Epsilon, Rotary International, Knights of Pythias, Forsyth Country Club, Twin
City Club (president, 1919), and Cosmos Club. A member of the Centenary Methodist Church, he served on the Board of Stewards and for many years taught the Men's Bible Class.

On 28 Mar. 1899, in Winston-Salem, Hendren married Annie J. Rawley, daughter of Taylor Lindsay Rawley of that city. They had two daughters: Mary Elizabeth (Mrs. Charles W. Long) and Carrie
Shelton (Mrs. Alfred Z. Smith, Jr.). Hendren died in Winston-Salem and was buried in Salem Cemetery.

In 1966 his daughters made a gift honoring their father to The University of North Carolina Law School to furnish a seminar room.
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