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15 Apr. 1781–5 Dec. 1858

C.L. Van Noppen. 1906. 160. Image courtesy of
the N.C. Government & Heritage Library. John Davis Hawkins, lawyer, legislator, and planter, was born at
Pleasant Hill plantation in Granville [2](now Vance [3]) County, the fourth of twelve children of Philemon Hawkins III [4] and
Lucy Davis. He was a grandson of Colonel Philemon Hawkins, Sr. [5], who was aide-de-camp to Governor William Tryon [6]

at the Battle of Alamance [7] in 1771 and held a colonel's commission in the American Revolution. John's brother, William
Hawkins [8], was governor of North Carolina during the War of 1812 [9].

Hawkins was graduated from The University of North Carolina [10] in 1801 and became a lawyer. At an early age he was
made a trustee of the university, a position he held for fifty-one years. He was a member of the Episcopal church.

It has been said that Hawkins "possessed rare and extraordinary qualities—a man of great willpower and force of
character, intelligent and influential." He represented Franklin County [11] in the House of Commons in 1821–22 and 1834–
35, and in the senate for three terms between 1836 and 1841. For many years he also served as a county judge. In
private life, Hawkins was a planter of some magnitude and invested a portion of his wealth in the development of early
railroads, particularly the Raleigh and Gaston Railroad.

In 1803, he married Jane Boyd, daughter of Alexander and Ann Swepson Boyd of Boydton, Va. They had thirteen
children, born between 1805 and 1827. Hawkins was buried in Oakwood Cemetery, Raleigh.
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