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28 Aug. 1892–29 Apr. 1974

Harris & Ewing. "Only Druggist in Congress. Washington,
D.C., Feb. 13. While many professions and businesses
are represented in the 76th Congress, Rep. Carl T.
Durham, democrat of North Carolina, is the only
pharmacist in that august body. He ran a drug store at
Chapel Hill before his election to the house, 2-13-39".
Photograph. 1939 February 13. LC-H22-D- 5782. Prints
and Photographs Division, Library of Congress.  [2]Carl Thomas Durham, congressman, was born in the White
Cross community six miles west of Chapel Hill in the house built by his great-great-great grandfather, Matthew Durham,
when he moved from New England in 1734 to settle on a plantation near the Haw River. He was the oldest of six children
of Claude and Delia Ann Lloyd Durham. Young Durham attended White Cross School and the Manndale Academy at
Saxapahaw, and in the summer of 1913 began work at Eubanks Drugstore in Chapel Hill. By 1916 he had sufficiently
qualified himself as an apprentice in pharmacy to be admitted to The University of North Carolina [3] as a special student in
pharmacy, pursuing the course of instruction during the next two years. A popular student, he became a member of the
Kappa Psi fraternity and was elected president of his pharmacy class. Toward the end of 1917 the war in Europe brought
his academic career to an end; on New Year's Day 1918, he enlisted in the Navy Hospital Corps for the final period of
World War I. Released from the navy the following Christmas Eve, he returned to Eubanks Drugstore as a professional
pharmacist.

From an early age Durham took an active interest in community life. In 1914 he helped organize the Men's Bible Class in
the Chapel Hill University Baptist Church; he also served as a deacon in the church and was a president of the Bible class.
He was a member of the Chapel Hill Board of Aldermen from 1921 to 1930 and of the Chapel Hill School Board from 1924
to 1938. Serving for eight years on the Orange County Board of Commissioners, he proposed and secured in 1935
$22,000 in federal aid for a rural electrification line in the Calvander–Orange Grove area of Orange County [4]. He was a
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charter member of the White Cross Junior Order of United American Mechanics and of Post Number Six of the American
Legion in which he was commander. He belonged to the University Lodge, No. 408, of Masons [5]in Chapel Hill. In 1937
Durham was elected to The University of North Carolina Board of Trustees and served for many years; in 1958 the
university conferred on him the LL.D. degree.

A Democrat [6], Durham was a member of the North Carolina State Democratic Executive Committee and managed the
congressional campaigns in Orange County for Frank Hancock [7] of Oxford and William Umstead [8] of Durham. In 1938 he
was elected to the Seventy-sixth Congress and served twenty-two years during eleven terms. He was a member of the
House Military Affairs Committee and the House Armed Services Committee and in 1945 became a charter member of
the Joint Atomic Energy Commission. At the beginning of World War II, he sponsored a bill in Congress creating the U.S.
Army Pharmacy Corps. In 1949 he won unanimous approval in the House for a bill to support a $161,000,000 radar
network around the United States and Canada. On passage of the bill he remarked laconically: "It seems to give more
protection for less money than anything else I have seen." At the end of the war Congressman Durham was appointed to
the new Joint Atomic Energy Committee and later, as a senior member, served as its acting chairman. He sponsored civil
defense legislation and was coauthor of a bill tightening drug laws. In 1955 he was a U.S. delegate to the Atoms for
Peace conference in Geneva and in 1957 attended the first meeting of the International Atomic Energy Agency in Vienna.
Durham retired from public life in 1961, at the end of the Eighty-seventh Congress. In 1964 the American Pharmaceutical
Association elected him honorary president and retained his services as a special consultant.

Durham was in the forefront of polity at the beginning of the Atomic era. His longtime service in the Joint Atomic Energy
Commission during three administrations afforded him a unique perspective on global accommodation to the splitting of
the atom. His reaction was one of restraint in the military use of atomic power, caution in its application as a domestic
energy source, and enthusiasm for international diplomacy in its control. He was a leader in the congressional battle for
the civilian control of atomic energy.

On 30 Dec. 1918 Durham married Margaret Joe Whitsett of Guilford County [9]. They had five children: Celia (Mrs. Gregg
Murray), Mary Sue (Mrs. Willard Sessler of Asheville), Carl Durham, Jr., of Wilmington, Peggy (Mrs. Joe Thomas Wall of
Chapel Hill), and Ann Durham Wyatt of Durham. Mrs. Durham died on 10 Jan. 1953. On 8 June 1961 Durham married
Louise Ashworth Jefferson of Chapel Hill. They had between them eight children and twenty-six grandchildren.

Carl Durham died in Duke Hospital in his eighty-first year. Funeral services were held in the Chapel Hill University Baptist
Church and burial followed in the churchyard of the Antioch Baptist Church in the White Cross community.

References:

Biog. Dir. Am. Cong. (1961).

Chapel Hill Newspaper, 29, 30 Apr., 1 May 1974.

Chapel Hill News Leader, 4 May 1956, 9 June 1958.

Chapel Hill Weekly, 12 Apr. 1946, 14 July 1950, 31 May, 6 Aug. 1957, 16 May 1960.

John L. Cheney, Jr., ed., North Carolina Government, 1585–1974 (1975).

Durham Morning Herald, 13 May 1973.

Daniel L. Grant, Alumni History of the University of North Carolina (1924).

Greensboro Daily News, 16 Aug. 1950, 23 Sept., 14 Dec. 1960, 17 Apr., 9 June 1961, 21 Jan. 1962, 21 Oct. 1963.

Raleigh News and Observer, 2, 3, 29 Nov. 1938, 29 May 1939, 21 July 1946, 14 Aug. 1955, 21 Nov. 1959, 21 Oct. 1963.

"Two Stalwarts Gone From Congress," We the People of North Carolina 18 (October 1960).

Who's Who in the South and Southwest (1947).

Additional Resources:

"Durham, Carl Thomas, (1892 - 1974)." Biographical Directory of the United States Congress. Washington, D.C.: The
Congress. http://bioguide.congress.gov/scripts/biodisplay.pl?index=D000571 [10] (accessed February 11, 2014).

Carl Thomas Durham Papers, 1938-1960 (collection no. 03507). The Southern Historical Collection. Louis Round Wilson
Special Collections Library. University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.
http://www2.lib.unc.edu/mss/inv/d/Durham,Carl_Thomas.html [11] (accessed February 11, 2014).

"Photograph, Accession #: H.1970.78.83, AK [12]." 1955. North Carolina Museum of History. (accessed February 11, 2014).

Worthen, D.B. "Carl Thomas Durham (1892-1974): pharmacy's representative." Journal of the American Pharmacists
Association 45, no. 2. (Mar-April 2005) 295-298. http://www.japha.org/article/S1544-3191(15)31713-1/fulltext [13] (accessed
February 11, 2014).

2

https://ncpedia.org/freemasons
https://ncpedia.org/democratic-party
https://ncpedia.org/biography/hancock-franklin-wills-jr
https://ncpedia.org/biography/umstead-william-bradley
https://ncpedia.org/geography/guilford
http://bioguide.congress.gov/scripts/biodisplay.pl?index=D000571
http://www2.lib.unc.edu/mss/inv/d/Durham,Carl_Thomas.html
http://collections.ncdcr.gov/RediscoveryProficioPublicSearch/ShowItem.aspx?122339+
http://www.japha.org/article/S1544-3191(15)31713-1/fulltext


Image Credits:

Harris & Ewing. "Only Druggist in Congress. Washington, D.C., Feb. 13. While many professions and businesses are
represented in the 76th Congress, Rep. Carl T. Durham, democrat of North Carolina, is the only pharmacist in that august
body. He ran a drug store at Chapel Hill before his election to the house, 2-13-39". Photograph. February 13, 1939  LC-
H22-D- 5782. Prints and Photographs Division, Library of Congress. http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/hec2009012730/ [2]

(accessed February 11, 2014).

Subjects: 
Biographies [14]

Medicine [15]

Military personnel [16]

Public officials [17]

Authors: 
Wells, Warner [18]

Origin - location: 
Orange County [19]

Chapel Hill [20]

From: 
Dictionary of North Carolina Biography, University of North Carolina Press. [21]

1 January 1986 | Wells, Warner

Source URL:https://ncpedia.org/biography/durham-carl-thomas

Links
[1] https://ncpedia.org/biography/durham-carl-thomas [2] http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/hec2009012730/ [3] https://ncpedia.org/university-north-
carolina-chapel-hi [4] https://ncpedia.org/geography/orange [5] https://ncpedia.org/freemasons [6] https://ncpedia.org/democratic-party [7]
https://ncpedia.org/biography/hancock-franklin-wills-jr [8] https://ncpedia.org/biography/umstead-william-bradley [9]
https://ncpedia.org/geography/guilford [10] http://bioguide.congress.gov/scripts/biodisplay.pl?index=D000571 [11]
http://www2.lib.unc.edu/mss/inv/d/Durham,Carl_Thomas.html [12] http://collections.ncdcr.gov/RediscoveryProficioPublicSearch/ShowItem.aspx?
122339+ [13] http://www.japha.org/article/S1544-3191(15)31713-1/fulltext [14] https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/biography-term [15]
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/medicine [16] https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/soldiers [17] https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/public-
officials [18] https://ncpedia.org/category/authors/wells-warner [19] https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmont/o [20]
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmont-5 [21] https://ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/dictionary-no

3

http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/hec2009012730/
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/biography-term
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/medicine
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/soldiers
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/public-officials
https://ncpedia.org/category/authors/wells-warner
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmont/o
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmont-5
https://ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/dictionary-no
https://ncpedia.org/biography/durham-carl-thomas
https://ncpedia.org/biography/durham-carl-thomas
https://ncpedia.org/university-north-carolina-chapel-hi
https://ncpedia.org/geography/orange
https://ncpedia.org/freemasons
https://ncpedia.org/democratic-party
https://ncpedia.org/biography/hancock-franklin-wills-jr
https://ncpedia.org/biography/umstead-william-bradley
https://ncpedia.org/geography/guilford
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/biography-term
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/medicine
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/soldiers
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/public-officials
https://ncpedia.org/category/authors/wells-warner
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmont/o
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmont-5
https://ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/dictionary-no

	Durham, Carl Thomas [1]
	Durham, Carl Thomas
	28 Aug. 1892–29 Apr. 1974


