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Dixon, Henry ("Hal")
by Mark F. Miller, 1986

ca. 1750–17 July 1782

A photograph of the Hal Dixon Monument at the Guilford
Courthouse National Military Park. Image from the National
Park Service.  [2]Henry ("Hal") Dixon, Revolutionary War officer, was born in
the part of Granville County [3] that later became Orange [4] and then Caswell [5], the son of Henry Dixon, Sr. Little is known
about his life before the outbreak of the American Revolution [6]. In 1763 he married Martha Wynne in Halifax County, Va.
That Dixon had received some militia experience is clear, for when North Carolina was charged to form its first units of the
Continental line in September 1775, he was commissioned captain of the First Regiment. He rose through the ranks
quickly, becoming a major in July 1776 and a lieutenant colonel in May 1778 (amidst some controversy from several more
senior officers). In the spring of 1778 the North Carolina legislature appointed Dixon "Inspector General over Militia," a
post he held for the remainder of the war. His considerable duties involved raising militia units, equipping them for action,
and coordinating their service with the Continental command. He was in close contact with Generals Jethro Sumner [7] and
Nathanael Greene [8] in the defense of the southern states.

In June 1779 Dixon was severely wounded at Stono Ferry near Charleston, S.C., in the campaign commanded by General
Benjamin Lincoln. As the war moved into North Carolina, he played a key role in raising militia to meet the British
advance. In 1781 he fought in the actions at Wetzell's Mill [9] and Guilford Court House [10] and was wounded again at
Eutaw Springs, S.C. He never recovered from the injuries and died at home the next year. Dixon left his wife and seven
children and apparently the family moved west to Tennessee and Kentucky. A grandson, Archibald Dixon [11], succeeded
Henry Clay as senator from Kentucky.
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