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1797–1860

John Day, political leader, abolitionist, and jurist, was one of the American founders of the African republic of Liberia and
for four years was chief justice of its supreme court. He was born in Halifax County [2], the son of free multiracial people.
His putative grandfather on his father's side was Ephraim Knight, a white planter of modest means and considerable
education. In 1789 Knight petitioned the North Carolina General Assembly [3] to emancipate his two young multiracial men
called Alexander and Richard. The legislature granted the petition but ironically deleted the surname "Knight" and gave
the young men the surname "Day." In his will, written 25 May 1789, Ephraim Knight had already provided for the
emancipation of Alexander and Richard and their wives, Sabinah and Polly, "with their present and future increase."

Ephraim Knight died in Halifax County in 1800. Soon afterward, Richard Day migrated to a western county and Alexander
Day moved to neighboring Warren County [4]. Richard had been taught the trade of a carpenter and Alexander, the trade of
a miller. Each of them had a son named John Day. Richard's son John became noted as a talented designer and
craftsman of household furniture.

John Day, the son of Alexander, acquired a good education. He became active in the movement for the emancipation [5] of
enslaved people in the United States and for their repatriation to what is now Liberia. The African colony, which began
under American auspices in 1820, became in 1847 the independent republic of Liberia with a constitution and
governmental structure modeled after the United States. Day's political statesmanship and keen intelligence earned for
him the highest respect, confidence, and trust not only of his compatriots in Liberia but also of influential American and
British officials. He was a member of the convention in 1846 that declared independence, and he was a signer of the
constitution. In 1856 he became the second chief justice and held that office until his death in the autumn of 1860.
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