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Ceasar Cone, circa 1914. Image from the
North Carolina Digital Collections.  [3]Ceasar Cone, industrialist and philanthropist, was born in Jonesboro, Tenn.,
the son of Herman and Helen Guggenheimer Cone. The parents were natives of Bavaria, born about ten miles apart but
unacquainted until they met in Richmond, Va., where they were married in 1856. Herman Cone came to the United States
in 1847, establishing a mercantile business near Richmond; he soon removed to Jonesboro and established there the
same kind of business. In 1870 he moved his family to Baltimore, Md., and established a wholesale grocery business.

Cone attended the public schools of Baltimore until he was fourteen and then worked briefly in a stationery store and with
his father. He and his brother, Moses [4](whose sketch provides further information), invested in the C. E. Graham
Manufacturing Company in Asheville [5]in 1887. Herman Cone's wholesale grocery firm closed in 1890 after twenty years,
and Ceasar and Moses the next year established the Cone Export and Commission Company with offices in New York. It
soon became the largest textile selling organization in the world, and in due time offices were opened in Atlanta,
Baltimore, Nashville, St. Louis, Dallas, Chicago, Philadelphia, Boston, San Francisco, and Los Angeles. The two brothers
began acquiring land in and around Greensboro [6]and in 1895–96 opened a large cotton mill, the Proximity Manufacturing
Company, with Ceasar serving as acting and active president. The original mill had only 240 looms, but in less than ten
years the company had enlarged its capital stock and built another very large plant, the White Oak Mill. This second mill
soon became the largest cotton mill in the South and the largest denim manufacturing plant in the world. The Cones'
denim mill provided a durable, dependable, and lasting cloth for work clothes; and by reducing the cost of production, the
Cones lowered the cost of clothes and helped to stabilize the world market. Within a short period, the Cones' various mills
[7] were consuming thirty-five million pounds of cotton yearly and producing more than seventy-five million yards of cloth.

Cone married Jeanette Siegel in 1894; they were the parents of three sons, Herman, Benjamin [8], and Ceasar. In addition
to the family home in Greensboro, they maintained a summer home on Lake Placid in New York. Cone served as
president of the American Cotton Manufacturers Association, the Greensboro Chamber of Commerce, and the Central
Carolina Fair Association. He contributed a large sum of money to the Guilford County Tuberculosis Sanitarium and
supported other public causes. He was also a trustee of the Stonewall Jackson Training School [9] near Concord. Both the
Cones actively supported Jewish [10]affairs and interested themselves in the work of the YMCA [11]. The brothers
established model villages around their mills and generously supported the schools and churches there.

The Cone family has continued to render valuable support to worthwhile public and private causes in North Carolina and
elsewhere. Dr. Claribel and Miss Etta Cone [12], sisters of Moses and Ceasar, early appreciated the work of Picasso and
Matisse and also collected Cezanne, Modigliani, Rouault, Chagall, Braque, and Van Gogh. As a result of their interest and
generosity, one of the most complete collections of modern art in the world may be seen in the Cone Wing of the
Baltimore Museum of Art [13].
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