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30 Sept. 1786-27 Mar. 1870

Hamilton Brown, planter, stockraiser, and land speculator, a resident of Wilkesboro, was the son of Jane McDowell and
John Brown [z, a Scot-Irish immigrant. Brown served as a lieutenant, Eighteenth Regiment, U.S. Infantry, in theWar of
1812 13 and afterward was colonel of the Wilkes County 4 militia. He served a number of years as county justice and was
sheriff from 1816 to 1818. He also served as overseer of a program to clear the Yadkin River, in order to allow the
passage of boats up the Yadkin to the mouth of Buffalo Creek.

Brown inherited land in Wilkes and adjoining counties, as well as in Virginia, and purchased additional land in North
Carolina and in Tennessee. He had business dealings in South Carolina, Georgia, Mississippi, and Texas. He inherited
the rights to enslave a number of people in Virginia from his mother's brother but was unwilling to separate the men (two
of whom were skilled blacksmiths) from their wives and, being prevented by Virginia law from freeing them, he arranged
for them to continue their work there under the modest supervision of a local resident.

Brown married Mrs. Sarah Gwyn Gordon, widow of Major Nathaniel Gordon (who died in 1829); they were the parents of
two sons, Hugh Thomas (1835-61), a graduate of The University of North Carolina s who was killed in the Civil War, and
Hamilton Allen 5 (1837—1917), who also served in the Confederate Army. Brown's stepson, Generallames B. Gordon 7,
was killed near Richmond in 1864. Brown and his wife were buried in the yard of St. Paul's Episcopal Church, Wilkesboro.

References:

Hamilton Brown Papers (Southern Historical Collection, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill).is

Additional Resources:

United States Department of the Interior. National Park Service. National Register of Historic Places Inventory -
Nomination Form: Brown-Cowles House and Cowles Law Office. By Laura A.W. Phillips, Wilkesboro, N.C. May 1980.

http://www.hpo.ncdcr.gov/nr/WKO0008.pdf s(accessed December 10, 2013).

North Carolina General Assembly. Journals of the Senate and House of Commons of the General Assembly of North
Carolina at its Session of 1818. Raleigh [N.C.]: Thomas Henderson, Jr. State Printer. 1819. 12, 15, 35, 199, 241.
http://books.google.com/books?id=adsxAQAAMAAJ&pg=PA12#v=0nepage&qg&f=false 1o (accessed December 10, 2013).

"The Brown-Cowles House." Old Wilkes, Inc. http://www.wilkesboro.com/wwt13.htm (11 (accessed December 10, 2013).

Lankford, Jerry. "Markings believed to be curse: Tragedies befell slave owners after children were sold." The Record
[Wilkes County, N.C.] Internet Edition no. 625. October 12, 2011. http://www.therecordofwilkes.com/newsa.asp?
edition_number=625&pg=F 112 (accessed December 10, 2013).

Subjects:
Biographies i3]
Military personnel 14
Planters 115

Public officials 16
Authors:

Holeman, Sarah E. 17
Origin - location:
Wilkes County (1)
Wilkesboro 19
From:

Dictionary of North Carolina Biography, University of North Carolina Press.i

1 January 1979 | Holeman, Sarah E.

Source URL:https://ncpedia.org/biography/brown-hamilton

Links

1] https://ncpedia.org/biography/brown-hamilton [2] https://ncpedia.org/biography/brown-john [3] https:/ncpedia.org/war-1812 [4]
https://ncpedia.org/geography/wilkes [5] https:/ncpedia.org/university-north-carolina-chapel-hi [6] https://ncpedia.org/biography/brown-hamilton-allen


https://ncpedia.org
https://ncpedia.org/
https://ncpedia.org/biography/brown-hamilton
https://ncpedia.org/biography/brown-john
https://ncpedia.org/war-1812
https://ncpedia.org/geography/wilkes
https://ncpedia.org/university-north-carolina-chapel-hi
https://ncpedia.org/biography/brown-hamilton-allen
https://ncpedia.org/biography/gordon-james-byron
http://www2.lib.unc.edu/mss/inv/b/Brown,Hamilton.html
http://www.hpo.ncdcr.gov/nr/WK0008.pdf
http://books.google.com/books?id=adsxAQAAMAAJ&pg=PA12#v=onepage&q&f=false
http://www.wilkesboro.com/wwt13.htm
http://www.therecordofwilkes.com/newsa.asp?edition_number=625&pg=F
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/biography-term
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/soldiers
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/planters
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/public-officials
https://ncpedia.org/category/authors/holeman-sarah-e
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/mountai-22
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/wilkesboro
https://ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/dictionary-no
https://ncpedia.org/biography/brown-hamilton
https://ncpedia.org/biography/brown-hamilton
https://ncpedia.org/biography/brown-john
https://ncpedia.org/war-1812
https://ncpedia.org/geography/wilkes
https://ncpedia.org/university-north-carolina-chapel-hi
https://ncpedia.org/biography/brown-hamilton-allen

7] https://ncpedia.ora/biography/gordon-james-byron [8] http:/www2.lib.unc.edu/mss/inv/b/Brown,Hamilton.html [9]
http://www.hpo.ncdcr.gov/nr/WK0008.pdf [10] http:/books.google.com/books ?id=adsxAQAAMAAJ&amp;pg=PA12#v=onepage&amp;q&amp;f=false
[11] http://www.wilkesboro.com/wwt13.htm [12] http://www.therecordofwilkes.com/newsa.asp?edition_number=625&amp;pg=F [13]
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/biography-term [14] https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/soldiers [15]
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/planters [16] https:/ncpedia.org/category/subjects/public-officials [17]
https://ncpedia.org/category/authors/holeman-sarah-e [18] https:/ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/mountai-22 [19]
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/wilkesboro [20] https://ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/dictionary-no


https://ncpedia.org/biography/gordon-james-byron
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/biography-term
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/soldiers
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/planters
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/public-officials
https://ncpedia.org/category/authors/holeman-sarah-e
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/mountai-22
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/wilkesboro
https://ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/dictionary-no

	Brown, Hamilton [1]
	Brown, Hamilton
	30 Sept. 1786–27 Mar. 1870


