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Bird, Valentine
by Mattie Erma E. Parker, 1979

d. ca. 1679

Museum exhibit depicting Culpeper's Rebellion, 1963. Image from the
North Carolina Digital Collections.  [2]Valentine Bird, colonial official and a leader in
Culpeper's Rebellion [3], settled in Albemarle [4] before April 1672, at which time he was speaker of the assembly.

In 1675, Bird was appointed collector of the penny-per-pound tax that Parliament had recently imposed on tobacco
[5]shipped from one colony to another. Because of the hardship imposed by the tax, which threatened to destroy the
tobacco trade of the colony, local officials agreed that Bird would collect only a small fraction of the amount specified by
Parliament, and he is alleged to have permitted some tobacco to leave the colony tax-free.

Bird was one of the chief leaders in the 1677 uprising called Culpeper's Rebellion, in which the acting governor, Thomas
Miller [6], was ousted from office. Bird helped plan the strategy for the revolt and headed the armed groups that seized and
imprisoned Miller and several members of his government. He was a member of both the assembly and the council
chosen by the rebels and was one of the judges appointed to try Miller for his alleged offenses.

Bird died soon after the revolt he had helped lead. He left a minor daughter, Sarah. His widow, Margaret, married John
Culpeper [7] in 1679 or 1680.
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