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Wildlife overview
by Lee Plummer Templeton and Douglas A. Wait, 2006
Additional research provided by Larkin Bell, Kathy Carter, Evan L. Erickson, Joan E. Freeman, John Hairr, William C.
Harris, Jerry Leath Mills, Clyde Smith, and Jean Snow.

See also: All wildlife entries [2]; Alligators [3]; Audubon Society of North Carolina [4]; Beavers [5]; Cardinal [6]; Terrapins [14];
Waterfowl [15].

Wildlife profiles by region: Coastal Plain [16]; Piedmont [17]; Mountains [18]; Vegetation by region [19]

Wildlife in North Carolina is abundant despite the state's large human population and increasing urbanization.
Approximately 1,270 species of mammals, birds, reptiles, fish, amphibians, and mollusks can be found, of which nearly
200 species are protected by state or federal endangered species laws. North Carolina's three main regions [20]—Mountain
[21], Piedmont [22], and Coastal Plain [23]—are themselves divided into dozens of habitats for animals. These habitats range
from the spruce fir forests of high mountains, which are remnants of the last Ice Age and harbor several species of hardy
animals, to the longleaf pine savanna and pocosins, which have their own distinct residents.

Along the coast, salt marshes are the most important environments for both humans and animals. Like every other
wetland [24], marshes swarm with life. For many fish and shellfish species, the salt marsh is their nursery. Crabs, oysters,
shrimp, flounder, mussels, bluefish, croakers, egrets, herons, and multitudes of other creatures live, or certainly feed, in
the salt marshes of the coast. Along the "ocean hardbottom," sea turtles, clams, corals, and hundreds of fish species
frequent the fertile, rocky outcrops of old river channels that were covered up as the sea level rose at the end of the last
Ice Age. The diversity of the dozens of habitats in the state has provided havens for the many animal species that have
populated North Carolina throughout its history.

Learn more about North Carolina's:

 [25]  [26]  [27]  [28]
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