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The Shoffner Act, introduced by state senator T. M. Shoffner ofAlamance County 3 and passed in 1870, empowered the
governor to suspend habeas corpus and use militia to restore order in counties where Ku Klux Klan 4 terrorism raged out
of control. Governor William W. Holden 5 invoked the act that year to suppress the Klan in Alamance andCaswell
Counties g, igniting the so-called Kirk-Holden War ;7 and leading to Holden's impeachment and removal from office.
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