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A watercolor drawing of
the village of Secotan
prepared by John White
from observations he
made in 1585-86 while a
member of the Ralph
Lane expedition. Trustees
by William S. Powell, 20060f the British Museum.

Secotan was a large village of Algonquian-speaking Indians that was encountered in July 1585 along both banks of the
Pamlico River 1) by Sir Richard Grenville 31, an explorer sent by Sir Walter Raleigh 4. The village was documented in a
detailed watercolor drawing by John White 51 in 1585-86. Titled "Indian Village of Secotan ," the drawing depicts a well-
ordered village with family units, storehouses, fields with growing crops, and individuals performing different tasks. In
1690, Bath m, the first town of English settlers in North Carolina, was established in the vicinity of Secotan, which had
been abandoned by the Indians.
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