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The Seaman's Friend Society was organized by a number of prominent businessmen, women, and other citizens in the
city of Wilmington pzto "improve the social, moral, and religious condition of the seamen." In 1853 the society purchased a
home and chapel in downtown Wilmington along the Cape Fear River s, intended to serve as an "economical, moral
boarding house" and hospital. The society cared for nearly 500 sailors a year, providing a temporary home for the mariner
who was weary from ocean travel and an environment in which he might successfully be "christianized." The Seaman's
Friend Society ended in 1918.
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