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Persian Gulf War
by Alexander R. Stoesen, 2006

[2]The immediate effect on North Carolina of Iraq's invasion of Kuwait [3] in August 1990 was the
deployment of the 82nd Airborne Division [4] from Fort Bragg [5] to Saudi Arabia. Although the army
cloaked the movement in secrecy, the absence of thousands of men from Fort Bragg could not be
hidden. Units from the 82nd had taken part in previous operations, but this time the entire division
disappeared almost overnight.
Although the state had long taken pride in being the home of the 82nd, some negative aspects
emerged within weeks of the deployment. The economy of Cumberland County [6] slumped, and
businesses dependent on military trade suffered; some failed and others came close to collapse.
These problems were compounded by the mobilization of reserve and National Guard [7] units,
leaving hospitals, fire departments [8], and other public services shorthanded.
The possibility of a peaceful solution to the crisis disappeared by November, leading to
demonstrations by both antiwar groups and those favoring Iraq's forced withdrawal from Kuwait. The
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prospect of war influenced the senatorial campaigns of Jesse Helms [9] and Harvey Gantt:
Republican incumbent Helms reminded voters that, earlier, Gantt had spoken in favor of a reduction
in military expenditures, while Gantt insisted that he supported the troops in the field. For his part,
Senator Terry Sanford [10]announced that he favored letting the United Nations [11] resolve the
conflict through negotiation.
Nearly every week, additional reserve and National Guard units were called up. After processing at
Fort Bragg, units were promptly sent to the Persian Gulf [12], where their accommodations were
uncertain. The 139th Rear Area Operations Center [13] camped in the sand, whereas the 382nd
Public Affairs Detachment was housed in a hotel with chandeliers and waiters. In December 1990 a
ceremonial sendoff was held at Camp Lejeune for the departure of 24,000 men for the Gulf. It was
the marines' largest troop review in the twentieth century. The soldiers spent Christmas at sea.
In mid-January, believing that war was not inevitable, a group of "peace pilgrims" traveled from
Raleigh [14] to Baghdad in an ultimately futile attempt to confer with Iraqi dictator Saddam Hussein.
That month, the state's U.S. representatives split 10 to 3 along party lines in favor of debate over the
president's war powers, but all voted to give President George H. W. Bush [15] the authority to wage
war.
The war began on 17 Jan. 1991 as massive air strikes targeted Iraq. Many North Carolinians
demonstrated their support for the troops and displayed the flag every day. High Point University
[16] canceled an appearance by antiwar activist Daniel Berrigan, and schools throughout the state
adopted service personnel as pen pals.
Ground operations began on 24 February, with the 82nd Airborne Division first over the line. On 27
February President Bush declared Kuwait liberated. By 9 March some of the 82nd's troopers were
back at Fort Bragg, and by the end of May most North Carolina reserve and National Guard units had
returned home. A total of 25,000 North Carolina soldiers had participated in the Persian Gulf War.
Among the war's 306 American casualties were 12 North Carolinians. A parade in Raleigh on 29 June
1991 officially commemorated the end of the war.

Additional Resources:
"Fort Bragg Soldiers Recognized For Actions During Gulf War," WRAL, Feb. 7, 2001:
http://www.wral.com/news/local/story/143300/ [17].
"Gulf War Veterans Angry, Curious About Chemicals," WRAL, October 2, 1996:
http://www.wral.com/news/local/story/159566/ [18].
XVIII Airborne Corps History, Fort Bragg, U.S. Army: http://www.bragg.army.mil/18abc/Pages [2]
/XVIIIAbnCorpsHistory.aspx [2]
Gulf War, PBS: http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/gulf/ [19]
Persian Gulf War, Britannica: http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/452778/Persian-Gulf-War
[20]
Gulf War Veterans Illnesses, U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs:
http://www.publichealth.va.gov/exposures/gulfwar/ [21]
Image Credit:
Operation Desert Shield Saudi Arabia, Aug. 9, 1990. Image courtesy of Fort Bragg, U.S. Army.
Available from http://www.bragg.army.mil/18abc/Pages/XVIIIAbnCorpsHistory.aspx [2] (accessed
November 30, 2012).
Subjects: Post War 20th Century (1946-2000) [22]
Page 2 of 3

Persian Gulf War
Published on NCpedia (http://ncpedia.org)
UNC Press [23]
War [24]
Authors: Stoesen, Alexander R. [25]
Origin - location: Cumberland County [26]
Harnett County [27]
Hoke County [28]
Moore County [29]
From: Encyclopedia of North Carolina, University of North Carolina Press. [30]
1 January 2006 | Stoesen, Alexander R.
Source URL: http://ncpedia.org/persian-gulf-war
Links:
[1] http://ncpedia.org/persian-gulf-war
[2] http://www.bragg.army.mil/18abc/Pages/XVIIIAbnCorpsHistory.aspx
[3] http://news.bbc.co.uk/onthisday/hi/dates/stories/august/2/newsid_2526000/2526937.stm
[4] http://www.bragg.army.mil/82nd/Pages/default.aspx
[5] http://ncpedia.org/fort-bragg
[6] http://ncpedia.org/geography/cumberland
[7] http://ncpedia.org/national-guard
[8] http://ncpedia.org/fire-departments
[9] http://bioguide.congress.gov/scripts/biodisplay.pl?index=h000463
[10] http://ncpedia.org/biography/governors/sanford
[11] http://www.un.org/en/
[12] https://maps.google.com/maps?oe=utf-8&amp;client=firefox-a&amp;q=Persian+Gulf&amp;ie=
UTF-8&amp;hq=&amp;hnear=0x3e4de62990cd4345:0xe4b795c6f52521a2,Persian+Gulf+%28also+
known+as+the+Arabian+Gulf%29&amp;gl=us&amp;ei=SfW4UNqTFIuC9gSo5oFw&amp;ved=0CKYB
ELYD
[13] http://www.dtic.mil/dtic/aulimp/citations/gsa/1992_1500/00547.html
[14] http://ncpedia.org/geography/raleigh
[15] http://www.whitehouse.gov/about/presidents/georgehwbush
[16] http://ncpedia.org/high-point-university
[17] http://www.wral.com/news/local/story/143300/
[18] http://www.wral.com/news/local/story/159566/
[19] http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/gulf/
[20] http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/452778/Persian-Gulf-War
[21] http://www.publichealth.va.gov/exposures/gulfwar/
[22] http://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/post-war-20th-cen
[23] http://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/unc-press
[24] http://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/war
[25] http://ncpedia.org/category/authors/stoesen-alexander[26] http://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/coastal--4
[27] http://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/harnett-co
[28] http://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/coastal--3
[29] http://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmon-29
[30] http://ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/encyclopedia-

Page 3 of 3

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

