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Members of the North Carolina Society of New York gathered for a dinner at the
Hotel Astor, 3 Dec. 1909. North Carolina Collection, University of North Carolina at
by Thomas Woodbury, 2006Chapel Hill Library.

The North Carolina Society of New Yorkpzis the oldest surviving state society in New York City. The society was founded
in 1898 by five New York residents who were North Carolina natives and who were prominent in the business and
professional community of New York in their day: George Gordon Battle (3, a well-known attorney and founding partner in
the firm of Battle and Marshall (later Battle Fowler); George Garland Allen, then an employee of the American Tobacco
Company 4 and later chairman of the board of theDuke Endowment i5;; James Buchanan Duke g, founder of the

American Tobacco Company; Judge Amasa Junius Parker, a New York State Court judge who received the Democratic
nomination for governor of New York in 1856 and 1859; and William Whitehead Fuller, who served as general counsel of
the American Tobacco Company. Augustus Van Wyck g, a justice of the Supreme Court of New York, who ran as the
Democratic candidate for governor of New York against Theodore Roosevelt 1o in 1898, was named the society's first
president.

The constitution of the society, drawn by its founding members, stated that the society was established "to cultivate social
interest among its members, to promote their common interests and to contribute to the welfare of the State of North
Carolina." A requirement for membership was that the applicant be a native of North Carolina, although the husbands of
North Carolina-born women were also eligible for membership. Membership in the society was originally restricted to men,
but it was later extended to include women and graduates of North Carolina universities and colleges.

The society's principal organizer and promoter during the period of the 1950s through the mid-1990s was J. Sadler
Hayes, a prominent New York insurance executive who was described by the Raleigh News and Observeriq at the time
of his death in 1997 as "Mr. North Carolina of New York." The North Carolina Society of New York in the early 2000s had
approximately 500 active members. In addition to informal gatherings throughout the year, the society hosts a formal
annual dinner dance in New York City to honor distinguished North Carolinians. By tradition, the annual dinner dance is
scheduled for the first Friday in December and in recent years has been held at the_Union League Club i1 on Park
Avenue and 37th Street. Honorees have included such distinguished North Carolinians as William Friday (12, former
president of the University of North Carolina 13 system; Bob Timberlake 14, a well-known North Carolina artist; Richard
Jenrette 115, a prominent investor and insurance executive in New York; andCharles Kuralt 1 and Tom Wicker 17, national
journalists.

Additional Resources:
North Carolina Society of New York:http://www.ncsocietyofny.org

Subjects:

21st Century (2001-present) 1)

Gilded Age (1876-1900) 119

Great Depression (1929-1941) 20

N.C. Industrial Revolution (1900-1929) 1)
Post War 20th Century (1946-2000) (22


https://ncpedia.org
https://ncpedia.org/
https://ncpedia.org/north-carolina-society-new-york
http://www.ncsocietyofny.org/
https://ncpedia.org/biography/battle-george-gordon
https://ncpedia.org/american-tobacco-company
https://ncpedia.org/duke-endowment
https://ncpedia.org/biography/duke-james-buchanan
https://ncpedia.org/democratic-party
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2001696917/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/about/presidents/theodoreroosevelt
https://ncpedia.org/raleigh-news-and-observer
http://www.unionleagueclub.org/
http://www.unctv.org/ncpeople/williamfriday.html
https://ncpedia.org/university-north-carolina-system
https://ncpedia.org/timberlake-bob
http://travel.nytimes.com/2007/07/06/realestate/greathomes/06Away.html
http://www.museum.tv/eotvsection.php?entrycode=kuraltcharl
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/11/26/us/tom-wicker-journalist-and-author-dies-at-85.html?pagewanted=all
http://www.ncsocietyofny.org/
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/21st-century-2001
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/gilded-age-1876-1
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/great-depression-
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/nc-industrial-rev
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/post-war-20th-cen

World War 1l (1941-1945) 23

Authors:

Woodbury, Thomas 24

From:

Encyclopedia of North Carolina, University of North Carolina Press.izs

1 January 2006 | Woodbury, Thomas

Source URL:https://ncpedia.org/north-carolina-society-new-york

Links

[1] https://ncpedia.org/north-carolina-society-new-york [2] http://www.ncsocietyofny.org/ [3] https://ncpedia.org/biography/battle-george-gordon [4]
https://ncpedia.org/american-tobacco-company [5] https:/ncpedia.org/duke-endowment [6] https://ncpedia.org/biography/duke-james-buchanan [7]
https://ncpedia.org/democratic-party [8] http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2001696917/ [9]
https://www.whitehouse.gov/about/presidents/theodoreroosevelt [10] https:/ncpedia.org/raleigh-news-and-observer [11]
http://www.unionleagueclub.org/ [12] http://www.unctv.org/ncpeople/williamfriday.html [13] https:/ncpedia.org/university-north-carolina-system [14]
https://ncpedia.org/timberlake-bob [15] http://travel.nytimes.com/2007/07/06/realestate/greathomes/06Away.html [16]
http://www.museum.tv/eotvsection.php?entrycode=kuraltcharl [17] http://www.nytimes.com/2011/11/26/us/tom-wicker-journalist-and-author-dies-at-
85.html?pagewanted=all [18] https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/21st-century-2001 [19] https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/gilded-age-1876-1
20] https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/great-depression- [21] https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/nc-industrial-rev [22]
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/post-war-20th-cen [23] https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/world-war-ii [24]
https:/ncpedia.org/category/authors/woodbury-thomas [25] https://ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/encyclopedia-



https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/world-war-ii
https://ncpedia.org/category/authors/woodbury-thomas
https://ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/encyclopedia-
https://ncpedia.org/north-carolina-society-new-york
https://ncpedia.org/north-carolina-society-new-york
https://ncpedia.org/biography/battle-george-gordon
https://ncpedia.org/american-tobacco-company
https://ncpedia.org/duke-endowment
https://ncpedia.org/biography/duke-james-buchanan
https://ncpedia.org/democratic-party
https://ncpedia.org/raleigh-news-and-observer
https://ncpedia.org/university-north-carolina-system
https://ncpedia.org/timberlake-bob
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/21st-century-2001
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/gilded-age-1876-1
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/great-depression-
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/nc-industrial-rev
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/post-war-20th-cen
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/world-war-ii
https://ncpedia.org/category/authors/woodbury-thomas
https://ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/encyclopedia-

	North Carolina Society of New York [1]
	North Carolina Society of New York

