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Image from the North Carolina Museum of History.  [2]The North Carolina Industrial Association (NCIA), an
organization of African American civic leaders formed in 1879, was known primarily for its presentation of the annual North
Carolina Industrial Fair [3] from 1879 to 1930. The central purpose of the NCIA, as stated in its charter granted [4] on 14 Mar.
1879 by the General Assembly [5], was "to encourage and promote the development of the industrial and educational
resources of the colored people of North Carolina." The NCIA secured permission from federal government officials to
hold the first fair in 1879 in the barracks buildings and grounds of Camp Russell near the site of the 1853-72 state fairs [6],
east of Raleigh. Successive fairs continued there through 1890; the Confederate Soldiers' Home [7] acquired the site that
year. Afterward, the fair was held on North Carolina's official State Fairgrounds, beginning in most years during the week
immediately following the "white" state fair each October.

The New York pictorial publication Frank Leslie's Illustrated Newspaper sent two men to North Carolina to cover the first
fair. The 6 December issue featured a full page of sketches by the illustrator and the reporter's detailed description of the
parade, competitions, educational exhibits, and entertainment features. Parades from Fayetteville Street to the grounds
inaugurated opening day of the fair each year, and balls frequently closed the annual festivity. Some additional social
events were fund-raisers for charities, the beneficiaries one year being St. Agnes and Leonard Hospitals in Raleigh. It
became a custom for the state's governor [8] to make a short opening address. Featured speakers over the years were
other North Carolina officials, U.S. congressmen, African American leaders, and such widely known public figures as
Frederick Douglass in 1880, Booker T. Washington in 1903, and black bank president Maggie L. Walker of Virginia in
1915.

The final North Carolina Industrial Fair took place in October 1930, under the management of educator Charles N. Hunter,
[9] one of the founders of the association and the fair. Although preparations were partially under way for a 1931 fair, it did
not materialize; Hunter died in Raleigh on 4 Sept. 1931. His biographer notes that the Raleigh News and Observer [10]'s
report on the cancellation of the black fair included the statement that "Professor Hunter's death put a stop to the
arrangements."
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