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by Edwin H. Mammen, 2006; Revised November 2022.

The North-Carolina Gazette, established by printer James Davis 2 in New Bern, was North Carolina's firstnewspaper .
Judging from the earliest extant copy-volume 1, number 15-the first issue was published on 9 Aug. 1751. Davis had
emigrated from Virginia at the behest of the colonial Assembly, which urgently needed a printer to disseminate revised
laws. North Carolina and Georgia were the last original colonies to acquire a printing press; many North Carolinians
depended on the Virginia Gazette for news and for business and legal advertising. In many ways that paper served as
North Carolina's newspaper. James Davis may even have been associated with the Virginia paper before emigrating
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L E LONDON, Mrd . :
M hondred men have been {I.'atg.'i_tad from the ar-
tillary ax Dublin, who are now cn their march 10
" Corke, toembaric there for America. g
Extra8 of a lerter from Lifbor, Feb, 25,
 On e 211k inftane the prince of Beira was mar-
ried to hir aont, the princels Iaria Terefa ; drd on the z3d de-
arted ghis ife Joleph L king of Portugal.  Fhe prince of Bra-
Biwas proclaimed king, and the prifoners in all the prifons, as
‘wfual an aceeffion of a new king, were feras Eberty, The new
monasch is fa’d to be a rrwe fon of the Roman Catholick church,
and a favedrer of the Jefuits. i
March 21, Yellerday a'great number of officers, who are ap-
poined ro poito America, ook leave of his majelty at Se. James's;
znd receirsd orders 1o repair fo their different flations imme-
diatelv. e 4
Adravekvof 20 ren i3'ordered to be made from every regi-
ment inlrekand to reinfored the king's forces in America, which
are to be replaced by recroits to bz raifed immediately for that
purpaie. t

Extrad ef o [oeter from Plymonth, March 16,
 Jtis faid hisimajelly’s fhips Somerfet and Nonfuch have
orders to fail che Arll fair wind, bottheir naiion is a feeret,
The Blenheim of go guns is putinio com »-aud the com-
mand is given to capr. Hartwell, fo that there are tn commifli-
on, at Hamoaze, the Prince of Wales of 74 guns, Bienfailant
of 64, Foudroyant <f 8o, Queen of go, Ocrau of go, and Boyne
of 70, withsh=8lcnheim as before, e Experiment of o guns,
“awd, ‘Thetls frigace.” A
March zz.  Saturday rodof Burgoyne’s light herfe embarked
at Gofport for Ameica, and the fame day his majeity’s thip
Romney failed for Spithead.
Generzl Clinon and lord T. P. Clinton are to embark the
Wﬂ':'!k after next for America.
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* wick hiMs, the welt fide of the Rariton,

quay gate to the common, af:er »kich He proceeded through the
ropchoufs where the fire kagpeoed; 1hat be might himfel be a
witoels to the devdflation it had occafioned, He feemed very
penitent, but had no clergyman with him, which gave reafon
to many to think hima Powan Catholick.  He made a long
harangue to the people, the partculais of which I have not been
zble to colledt. EHis bedy, aler hangzing the afual time, was
taken down aod afixed 1n:0 another githet on the beach, at
the entrance of the J_ezx&r,sn:, near Blockboule fort* |
Hovse of ComMans, March 21. The Houfe met at 2 o*
elock, and read feveral private and poblick bills. As foen as
ke current bofinefs was finifhed, (he Houfe went into a com-
mistee of fupply, and came to the following refolutions, which
were orderad to be reported on Monday., Thar 36,928 1. be
granted for the pay ef the Heffian chaflzurs for the year 1577,
orfuzus to treaty ; thar 16,3260, be granted for Hanau chaf-
{euis, f"-it!‘:-; that' 39 5881 be granted for 1282 Brandenbury
Anfpach, inciuding anillery; that 3381, be granted for Hel-

h, 1hc
fizn deliviencis of the year 1776, and that 295,852L. furplas of
the finking fund be gramted towards making good the fup-
Bly.

- PREILADELPHIA, June ;5.

WE can with pleafure inform our readers, that geaeral Wa-
thingron has now received fuch fupplies of men, &c. that he has
removed Lis head quarters from Morrittawn w0 Middle Brook,
on the ealt fide of the Rariton, within feven miles and a half
of Brunfwick, where his army (which is not compofed of fildi-
ers whofe times of fervice zre contindally expiring, but of thofe
enitfied for the war) are encamped, and malke a thow that mofk
pleale every perfon who is not a Tory. ;

From cur poits near Middle Brook we are able to fee and
watch the mevements of the enemy, who are encamped on Brunf-
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A portion of the front page of tHe -Nbrth-CaroIina Gazette for 4 July 1777. A news item with the b-yliné

“Philadelphia, June 5” describes the movements of George Washington and his army. North Carolina
south.Collection, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill Library.

The North-Carolina Gazette had neither headlines nor column rules. It mostly provided international news, with emphasis
on the arrivals and departures of ships. It thus presented little local or state news and offered no editorials. Periodically,
the paper carried advertising 14, mainly notices from local merchants about new stocks of goods, some legal
advertisements, and rewards for freedom-seeking enslaved people. Although it was supposed to be a weekly newspaper,
the Gazette had no regular day of publication during its early years. The day of publication was altered or stopped
temporarily many times and ultimately suspended in about 1759.

After four years of experimenting with the state's first magazine, theNorth Carolina Magazine s, Davis revived the North-
Carolina Gazette on 27 May 1768 with a larger page size and a new volume 1. But a violent storm in September 1769
destroyed his printing shop and buried the type in sand. A few months later he resumed operations but only intermittently.
Due to the great difficulty in obtaining paper during the Revolutionary War (e, no other newspaper had appeared in North
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Carolina since 1775. In 1778 Davis was also forced to suspend publication when his son and assistant, Thomas Davis (7,
was conscripted into the colonial army.

James Davis subsequently made another attempt to revive theNorth-Carolina Gazette, this time with Pennsylvanian
Robert Keith. The first issue was dated 28 Aug. 1783, two years before Davis's death. With Davis in ill health, Keith took
charge, naming the paper the North Carolina Gazette; or, Impartial Intelligencer and Weekly General Advertiser The
paper still had no headlines or column rules and offered little local news. The last known issue is that of 2 Sept. 1784.
Another version of the newspaper was published from 1786 to 1798 by Frangois X. Martin, who used the paper to support
the Bill of Rights and other causes.
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