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The New Bern Benevolent Society traces its roots to the 1812 founding of the New Bern Female Charitable Society, the
first benevolent society [2] incorporated in North Carolina. The society was formed to offer relief to the poor and to educate
poor female children. According to an 1823 financial report, the society brought in $324.50 that year, earning most of the
money from the sale of manufactured articles. Expenditures amounted to $240.31, with the majority of that used to
employ poor women.

The society reorganized in 1837 and was chartered [3] in 1854, changing its name to the New Bern Female Benevolent
Society. The name of the organization eventually evolved into the New Bern Benevolent Society. In 1953 the New Bern
Benevolent Society built the Enoch Wadsworth Memorial Home to provide a home for elderly women on limited incomes.
Funds for the building of the Wadsworth Home came in part from a trust fund left by Mrs. Enoch Wadsworth in her will. By
the early 2000s the New Bern Benevolent Society had decreased to fewer than 20 members, mostly representatives from
local Catholic, Protestant, and Jewish groups.
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