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The National Humanities Center, 1979. Image from Flickr user

nicomachus. zln September 1978, the National Humanities Center 3
at Research Triangle Park 14 admitted its first class of fellows. In keeping with its stated purpose-"to encourage scholarship
in the humanities and to enhance the influence of the humanities in the United States"-the Humanities Center since that
time has supported advanced study in history, languages and literature s, philosophy, and other fields of the humanities.
Each year, the Humanities Center selects about 40 fellows who are chosen in an open competition by a jury of scholars.
Up to one-third of the fellowships go to scholars who are no more than ten years beyond receipt of their Ph.D. The center
provides stipends, and each fellow has a study in which to write. The center also encourages the exchange of ideas at
conversation over lunch or coffee, at conferences, and at interdisciplinary seminars, most of which have been conceived
and organized by fellows. A library staff secures books for fellows from neighboring university libraries and other
institutions and maintains a reference library. A 35-member board of trustees supervises the work of the National
Humanities Center, which is carried on under the aegis of a director.

The National Humanities Center also produces a range of information./deas s, a semiannual periodical, features essays
by fellows; Soundings n, the center's weekly radio interview program, is heard on more than 300 stations nationwide; and
public lectures are given by fellows and visiting scholars. The center also sponsors summer institutes for faculty from 33
liberal arts colleges and for secondary school teachers from across the United States, and it has developed a pilot
program for teachers at North Carolina high schools.

The idea for the National Humanities Center emerged from the experience of three distinguished humanistsMeyer
Abrams 5 of Cornell, Morton Bloomfield 5 of Harvard, and Gregory Viastos (1o of Princeton, who were working together at
the Center for Advanced Study in the Behavioral Sciences at Palo Alto during 1967-68. Impressed by the fruitful
interchanges among scholars that took place at that institution, which largely catered to social scientists, they
contemplated creating a similar center for humanists modeled on the one in California and on the Institute for Advanced
Studies at Princeton 111. When the American Academy of Arts and Sciences iz approved the idea, a number of institutions
aspired to become the site of the new center; but after considering 15 potential locations, the academy determined that
the most attractive bid was from the Triangle Universities Center for Advanced Studies, Inc. (13, a consortium of Duke
University n4, the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hillis;, and North Carolina State University 1e1. This organization
provided a valuable 15-acre site in Research Triangle Park and nearly $3 million for the construction of a building and
toward the first five years of operation.
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North Carolinians who played significant roles in
launching the National Humanities Center included
John Caldwell, William Friday, Dan Lacy, C. Hugh
Holman, Vermont Royster, Terry Sanford (20, and,
above all, Archie K. Davis. Davis, a Winston-Salem
banker, made a major contribution in raising funds
at the outset, within a month raising $1.5 million in
pledges. In recognition of his role, the Humanities
Center's building bears his name. Another North
Carolinian, Claude McKinney p1, the dean of the
College of Design 22 at N.C. State, chaired the
committee that supervised construction of the
building, a much-admired edifice of white brick and
glass designed by Hartman-Cox of Washington.

In the ensuing years, the main sources of funds for

the Humanities Center have been foundations,

especially the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation (23

and the National Endowment for the Humanities 4. Money has also come from a number of other foundations, including
the Research Triangle Foundation s, as well as from corporations, the three area universities, and individual donors. The
Rockefeller Foundation 16}, the Delta Century Fund, theFord Foundation (27, the MacArthur Foundation s}, the Olin
Foundation 291, and the Jessie Ball duPont Foundation sq have also been important benefactors.

Additional Resources:
National Humanities Center official website: http://www.nationalhumanitiescenter.org/ 31

National Humanities Center on Vimeo: http://vimeo.com/user734390 (accessed October 22, 2012). 1g

"Natlonal Humanltles Center National Endowment for the Humanltles

"Announcement of the Establishment of the National Humanities Center."Bulletin of the American Academy of Arts and
Sciences 29. No. 7. April 1976. pp. 8-11.http://www.jstor.org/stable/3823358 (accessed October 22, 2012). 33

"National Humanities Center Announces Capital Campaign." National Humanities Alliance. November 1, 2011.
http://www.nhalliance.org/news/national-humanities-center-announces-national-camp.shtml (accessed October 22, 2012).

[34]

N.Y. Times News Service. "What is man? Answer may be found in North Carolina."Wilmington Star-News. July 2, 1978.

http://news.google.com/newspapers?id=NtROAAAAIBAJ&sjid=KxMEAAAAIBAJ&pg=3220%2C342878 35 (accessed
October 22, 2012).

"On the Human: a project of the National Humanities Center." National Humanities Center # (accessed October 22,
2012).

Link, Albert N. A Generosity of Spirit: The Early History of the Research Triangle Park Research Triangle Park: Research
Triangle Foundation of North Carolina. 1995

Link, Albert N. From Seed to Harvest: The Growth of the Research Triangle Park Research Triangle Park: Research
Triangle Foundation of North Carolina. 2002.

King, Wayne. "A Research Center Flourishes in North Carolina." The New York Times. February 04, 1977.
Image Credits:

"National Humanities Center." Research Triangle Park, N.C. April 10, 1979. Flickr user nicomachus.
https://www.flickr.com/photos/nicomachus/1808731115/ 1z (accessed October 22, 2012).

National Humanities Center. NHC logos. Vimeo video, November 11, 2008. http://vimeo.com/2218213 (11 (accessed
October 22, 2012).

Subjects:

Post War 20th Century (1946-2000) 36
21st Century (2001-present) (37
Culture s

Places 39

Science, technology. and innovations



http://vimeo.com/2218213
http://vimeo.com/user734390
http://vimeo.com
https://ncpedia.org/sanford-terry-research-branch-nc
http://news.ncsu.edu/releases/219/
https://ncpedia.org/college-design
http://www.mellon.org/
http://www.neh.gov/
http://www.rtp.org/
http://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/
http://www.fordfoundation.org/
http://www.macfound.org/
http://www.olin.edu/about_olin/olin_foundation.aspx
http://www.dupontfund.org/
http://www.nationalhumanitiescenter.org/
http://vimeo.com/user734390
http://www.neh.gov/divisions/research/fellowship/national-humanities-center
http://www.jstor.org/stable/3823358
http://www.nhalliance.org/news/national-humanities-center-announces-national-camp.shtml
http://news.google.com/newspapers?id=NtROAAAAIBAJ&sjid=KxMEAAAAIBAJ&pg=3220%2C342878
https://ncpedia.org/national-humanities-center#
https://www.flickr.com/photos/nicomachus/1808731115/
http://vimeo.com/2218213
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/post-war-20th-cen
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/21st-century-2001
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/culture
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/places
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/science

Authors:

Leuchtenburg, William E. @41
Origin - location:

Research Triangle Park 42
From:

Encyclopedia of North Carolina, University of North Carolina Press.i3
1 January 2006 | Leuchtenburg, William E.

Source URL:https://ncpedia.org/national-humanities-center

Links

1] https://ncpedia.org/national-humanities-center [2] https://www.flickr.com/photos/nicomachus/1808731115/ [3] http://nationalhumanitiescenter.org/

4] https://ncpedia.org/research-triangle-park [5] https:/ncpedia.org/literature [6] https://searchworks.stanford.edu/view/3133757 [7]
http://www.soundingsproject.org/ [8] http://as.cornell.edu/abrams/ [9] http://www.nytimes.com/1987/04/15/obituaries/morton-wilfred-bloomfield-harvard-
medievalist-is-dead.html [10] http://www.nytimes.com/1991/10/14/nyregion/gregory-viastos-84-philosopher-who-analyzed-classical-works.html [11]
http://www.ias.edu/ [12] http://www.amacad.org/ [13] http://www.rtp.org/sites/default/files/TUCASI%20Background_0.pdf [14] https://ncpedia.org/duke-
university [15] https://ncpedia.org/university-north-carolina-chapel-hi [16] https://ncpedia.org/north-carolina-state-university [17]
http://vimeo.com/2218213 [18] http://vimeo.com/user734390 [19] http://vimeo.com [20] https://ncpedia.org/sanford-terry-research-branch-nc [21]
http://news.ncsu.edu/releases/219/ [22] https://ncpedia.org/college-design [23] http://www.mellon.org/ [24] http://www.neh.gov/ [25] http://www.rtp.org/
[26] http://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/ [27] http://www.fordfoundation.org/ [28] http://www.macfound.org/ [29]
http://www.olin.edu/about_olin/olin_foundation.aspx [30] http://www.dupontfund.org/ [31] http://www.nationalhumanitiescenter.org/ [32]
http://www.neh.gov/divisions/research/fellowship/national-humanities-center [33] http://www.jstor.org/stable/3823358 [34]
http://www.nhalliance.org/news/national-humanities-center-announces-national-camp.shtml [35] http://news.google.com/newspapers?
id=NtROAAAAIBAJ&amp;sjid=KxMEAAAAIBAJ&amp;pg=3220%2C342878 [36] https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/post-war-20th-cen [37]
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/21st-century-2001 [38] https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/culture [39]
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/places [40] hitps://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/science [41] https:/ncpedia.org/category/authors/leuchtenburg-
willi [42] https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/research [43] https://ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/encyclopedia-


https://ncpedia.org/category/authors/leuchtenburg-willi
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/research
https://ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/encyclopedia-
https://ncpedia.org/national-humanities-center
https://ncpedia.org/national-humanities-center
https://ncpedia.org/research-triangle-park
https://ncpedia.org/literature
https://ncpedia.org/duke-university
https://ncpedia.org/university-north-carolina-chapel-hi
https://ncpedia.org/north-carolina-state-university
https://ncpedia.org/sanford-terry-research-branch-nc
https://ncpedia.org/college-design
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/post-war-20th-cen
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/21st-century-2001
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/culture
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/places
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/science
https://ncpedia.org/category/authors/leuchtenburg-willi
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/research
https://ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/encyclopedia-

	National Humanities Center [1]
	National Humanities Center

