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Kehukee Primitive
Baptist Church, NC
Historical Marker E-71.
Image courtesy of NC
Office of Archives &
History.  [2]The Kehukee Baptist Association was formed in the eighteenth century by Baptist [3] churches
in eastern North Carolina that had belonged to the Charleston Baptist Convention but decided, because of distance and
divergent interests, to form their own association. The actual date of the formation is now accepted as 1769. These
churches were initially considered General Baptists and followed a doctrine aligned with Arminian [4] (General Baptist)
ideology. They gradually moved to a strong Calvinist [5] (Regular Baptist) position under the leadership of Lemuel Burkitt [6].
The association grew to include all eastern North Carolina Baptists until around 1806.

The Kehukee Association [2] was modeled on the Philadelphia Association [7] and adopted the strongly Calvinistic
Philadelphia Confession. Members of the Philadelphia Association became known as Particular Baptists, so called
because they believed in "limited atonement," holding that only a few people would be saved and those people had
already been selected by God. During the Revolutionary War, the Kehukee Association divided into two groups over the
question of accepting as church members those who had been baptized "in unbelief." The dissidents, led by Burkitt, who
wanted the more restrictive membership requirement, joined in 1789 with churches across the Virginia line to form a new
association, which was called the United Baptist Association. The new association contained several Separate Baptist and
several Regular Baptist churches-something new in Baptist history-and claimed a total of 61 churches in North Carolina
and Virginia. It adopted a Confession of Faith that was again strongly Calvinistic.

With the growth of the general population, the Kehukee Association grew also. It reached a membership of approximately
37 churches and 2,000 congregants by 1900. During the nineteenth century the antimissionary, or Primitive, Baptists had
spread thinly across North Carolina, claiming several associations in the north central part of the state and in the
mountains. Primitive Baptist churches nationwide reached about 3,000 in number, with 120,000 members by 1900, but
these numbers had declined somewhat by the latter decades of the twentieth century.
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