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The Horner School [2], Horner
and Graves's School, and Horner Military Academy were a few of the names given to the secondary
school established by James Hunter Horner [3] and his family members over the course of their long
teaching careers. An 1844 graduate of the University of North Carolina [4] in Chapel Hill, Horner
taught at Hillsborough Academy [5] and Oxford Male Academy before establishing his own Oxford
Classical and Mathematical School on the outskirts of Oxford (Granville County [6]) in 1855. The
school offered two 20-week sessions a year for $95 a session. The boys were housed in a series of
two-room cabins placed along the edge of the Horner homestead.
During the early years of the Civil War [7], the school closed when Horner served as captain of
Company E of the 23rd North Carolina Regiment [8]. In 1863 ill health returned him to civilian life
and teaching. In 1873 he took as a partner Ralph H. Graves Sr., another noted teacher, and they
were persuaded to move their school to Hillsborough to occupy the impressive brick facilities built in
1860 for Hillsborough Military Academy [9]. The Horner and Graves's School opened in Hillsborough
in January 1874. Its letterhead described it as a "Classical, Mathematical, Scientific and Military
Academy," but an advertisement of its courses makes no mention of military instruction. In 1875 the
partnership between Horner and Graves was dissolved, probably because of Horner's illness; he
spent months of 1876 and 1877 in the Insane Asylum of North Carolina. Horner recovered from what
was probably a nervous breakdown and taught a few classes each year until his death in 1892.
Meanwhile, aided by Hugh Morson, Graves continued the school in Hillsborough until his death late in
the spring of 1876. The buildings of the Horner School in Oxford were occupied by another
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professional schoolteacher, Fred A. Fetter, during 1874. But James Hunter Horner's family moved
back to Oxford, and the Horner School was reestablished there in 1876. It was operated by Thomas J.
Horner (a younger brother of James Hunter Horner), Robert H. Marsh, and John Martin. In the spring
of 1877 Junius M. Horner, son of Thomas Horner and a future bishop of the Episcopal Church [10],
continued his father's school with the assistance of Frank R. Underwood. In the fall of that year,
Jerome C. Horner, an older brother of Junius, took the helm.
Having decided to turn the classical academy into a military academy, Jerome Horner spent 1879
teaching at Cape Fear Military Academy [11] in Wilmington [12]. On his return to Oxford, he built
barracks and a large schoolroom on the property and instituted a military program in the 1880
school year. The Horner Military School continued at Oxford with great success for the next 33 years.
When new barracks, built in 1891, were destroyed by fire in 1913, several cities offered Jerome
Horner attractive accommodations and promises of support. He chose Charlotte [13] in which to
rebuild the institution. The Horner Military Institute operated in the Myers Park suburb from the fall of
1914 until the spring of 1920. The need for city expansion is said to have doomed it. The aging
Jerome Horner felt unequal to building up a school on a new campus. Although he continued to teach
in other schools for three more years, the Horner School officially closed in 1920.

Additional Resources:
Horner Military School, NC Highway Historical Marker G-27:
http://www.ncmarkers.com/Markers.aspx?ct=ddl&sp=search&k=Markers&sv=G-27%20-%20HORNE
R%20MILITARY%20SCHOOL [2]
Horner Military School, Oxford, N.C., 1909. North Carolina Digital Collections:
http://digital.ncdcr.gov/cdm4/document.php?CISOROOT=/p249901coll37&CISOPTR=21431&REC=1
[14]
North Carolina Teacher, September 1895. North Carolina Digital Collections:
http://digital.ncdcr.gov/cdm4/document.php?CISOROOT=%2Fp249901coll37&CISOPTR=13930&CISO
OP1=exact&REC=2&CISOBOX=horner+school [15]
Subjects: Antebellum (1820-1861) [16]
Education [17]
Military [18]
Schools (K-12) [19]
UNC Press [20]
Authors: Anderson, Jean B. [21]
Origin - location: Oxford [22]
Charlotte [23]
From: Encyclopedia of North Carolina, University of North Carolina Press. [24]
1 January 2006 | Anderson, Jean B.
Source URL: http://ncpedia.org/horner-school
Links:
[1] http://ncpedia.org/horner-school
[2] http://www.ncmarkers.com/Markers.aspx?ct=ddl&amp;sp=search&amp;k=Markers&amp;sv=G-2
7%20-%20HORNER%20MILITARY%20SCHOOL
[3] http://docsouth.unc.edu/global/getBio.html?type=bio&amp;id=pn0000786&amp;name=Horner,%
20James%20Hunter
[4] http://ncpedia.org/university-north-carolina-chapel-hi
[5] http://ncpedia.org/hillsborough-academy
[6] http://ncpedia.org/geography/granville
[7] http://ncpedia.org/history/cw-1900/civil-war
[8] http://catalog.loc.gov/cgi-bin/Pwebrecon.cgi?DB=local&amp;SAB1=E573.5&amp;BOOL1=as+a+p
Page 2 of 3

Horner School
Published on NCpedia (http://ncpedia.org)
hrase&amp;FLD1=Keyword+Anywhere+%28GKEY%29+%28GKEY%29&amp;GRP1=AND+with+next
+set&amp;SAB2=%2823d+23rd%29&amp;BOOL2=any+of+these&amp;FLD2=Keyword+Anywhere
+%28GKEY%29+%28GKEY%29&amp;CNT=50+records+per+page
[9] http://ncpedia.org/north-carolina-military-academy
[10] http://ncpedia.org/religion/episcopal-church
[11] http://www.cfhi.net/CapeFearAcademysEarlyHistory.php
[12] http://ncpedia.org/geography/wilmington
[13] http://ncpedia.org/geography/charlotte
[14] http://digital.ncdcr.gov/cdm4/document.php?CISOROOT=/p249901coll37&amp;CISOPTR=21431
&amp;REC=1
[15] http://digital.ncdcr.gov/cdm4/document.php?CISOROOT=%2Fp249901coll37&amp;CISOPTR=13
930&amp;CISOOP1=exact&amp;REC=2&amp;CISOBOX=horner+school
[16] http://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/antebellum-1820-1
[17] http://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/education
[18] http://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/military
[19] http://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/schools
[20] http://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/unc-press
[21] http://ncpedia.org/category/authors/anderson-jean-b
[22] http://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmon-22
[23] http://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmon-24
[24] http://ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/encyclopedia-

Page 3 of 3

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

