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See also: Gold Hill Mine [2]; Portis Gold Mine [3]; Reed Gold Mine [4]; Gold Rush, The North Carolina; [5]Gold Mining in the

Uwharries [6]Carter, Hendee, and Co., 1833, p. 75.  [7]

The precious metal gold [8] is found as grains and nuggets in stream bed deposits, in veins, and as mineralized zones in
schists and slates of the middle and western counties of North Carolina [9]. The first authenticated discovery of gold was in
1799 at the farm of John Reed in Cabarrus County [10]; Reed Gold Mine [4], established in 1803, was said to have yielded
$1 million worth of gold between 1804 and 1846 and later became a State Historic Site. [11]

Reed's initial strike and other early finds were celebrated in print across the country and even in Europe, prompting a rush
of placer miners eager to sift through North Carolina's stream beds for surface deposits of gold. Many farmers sold their
mineral rights and sometimes their entire farms to speculators and entrepreneurs who were hoping to unearth large
quantities of gold. In 1824 the first lode deposit was worked on Tobias Barringer's land in Stanly County [12]. Many mines
followed in its wake, including Union County [13]'s Smart Mine (operational from 1835 to 1911) and Howie Mine [14](1840 to
1942). In the 1830s and 1840s, the peak years of the North Carolina gold rush, the state was home to about 56 different
mining operations, and boom towns were established to support the thriving industry and its 25,000-strong workforce.

North Carolina's gold belt counties-which also included Davidson [15], Guilford [16], McDowell [17], and Randolph [18]-produced
the nation's gold supply from 1803 to 1848, when California emerged as the industry leader. Until 1829, North Carolina
was also the only state producing domestic gold for the nation's coinage, prompting the U.S. government to open a
branch mint in Charlotte [19] in 1835. Mining continued at intervals up to 1971, yielding a total output estimated at $25
million (the vast majority found before 1900). Traces of gold were discovered during excavations for the One First Union
Center [20]in downtown Charlotte in 1988 and beneath the NationsBank ( [21]Bank of America [22]) Corporate Center in 1992.

Educator Resources:

Grade 8: North Carolina Gold Rush. North Carolina Civic Education
Consortium. http://civics.sites.unc.edu/files/2012/05/NCGoldRush.pdf [23]
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NC Historical Marker L-98, Barringer Mine: https://www.ncdcr.gov/about/history/division-historical-resources/nc-highway-
historical-marker-program/Markers.aspx?ct=ddl&sp=search&k=Markers&sv=L-98%20-%20BARRINGER%20MINE [24]

NC Historic Site, Reed Gold Mine: http://www.nchistoricsites.org/reed/reed.htm [11]

UNC Libraries, "This Month in North Carolina History"- Reed Gold
Mine: http://www.lib.unc.edu/ncc/ref/nchistory/apr2004/index.html [7]

Gold Mining in North Carolina: A Bicentennial History by Richard F. Knapp, Brent D. Glass, North Carolina. Division of
Archives and History. http://books.google.com/books/about/Gold_Mining_in_North_Carolina.html?id=NjnnAAAACAAJ [25]

The Carolina Gold Rush by Bruce Roberts: https://www.worldcat.org/title/carolina-gold-rush/oclc/516935 [26]

Learn NC, The Workings of a Gold Mine: http://www.learnnc.org/lp/editions/nchist-newnation/4700 [27]

Image Credit:

"People seeking for Gold in North Carolina." Image available online courtesy of UNC
Libraries: http://www.lib.unc.edu/ncc/ref/nchistory/apr2004/index.html [7] (accessed July 11, 2012). In Samuel Griswold
Goodrich, The First Book of History for Children and Youth. Boston: Carter, Hendee, and Co., 1833, p. 75.
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