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Huggins-Curtis Building at Gardner-Webb. Image courtesy of
NC Office of Archives & History.  [2]Gardner-Webb University [3], a coeducational institution
associated with the Baptist State Convention of North Carolina [4], is located near Shelby in Cleveland County [5]. The
youngest of North Carolina's Baptist colleges, Gardner-Webb traces its origins to Boiling Springs High School, founded in
1905. Distinguished alumni of Boiling Springs included Wilbur J. Cash [6], author of The Mind of the South [7], and Dewey
Whitaker [8], president of Lehigh University [9].

The 1920s witnessed the expansion of public high schools in North Carolina, leading to declining enrollments at sectarian
institutions such as Boiling Springs. In response, Boiling Springs High School, along with its sister institutions at Mars Hill
[10] and Buies Creek, reorganized as a junior college. The generosity of former North Carolina governor Max Gardner [11]

and his wife Faye Webb Gardner [12] led Boiling Springs to change its name to Gardner-Webb Junior College in 1942. In
1947 the North Carolina Baptist Convention began supporting Gardner-Webb. In 1969 the junior college became Gardner-
Webb College, and the first four-year class graduated in 1971.

Gardner-Webb's first graduate program, in education, was initiated in 1981. In the 1980s Gardner-Webb also initiated an
international study abroad program with Japan's Dohto University [13]. To the college's graduate education program were
added a master of business administration curriculum and a divinity school. In 1993 Gardner-Webb College became
Gardner-Webb University. By the early 2000s Gardner-Webb had more than 3,200 students taught by approximately 135
faculty members. The university offers dual degree programs in engineering with Auburn University [14] and the University
of North Carolina at Charlotte [15]. It inaugurated its first doctoral program, a Doctor of Ministry, in 2001.

References:

Francis B. Dedmond, Lengthening Shadows: A History of Gardner-Webb College, 1907-1956 (1957).

Lansford Jolley, Dreaming, Daring, Doing: A History of Gardner-Webb University, 1907-1997 (1997).

Additional Resources:

Gardner-Webb University: http://www.gardner-webb.edu/ [3]

NC Highway Historical Marker O-43: https://www.ncdcr.gov/about/history/division-historical-resources/nc-highway-
historical-marker-program/Markers.aspx?sp=Markers&k=Markers&sv=O-43 [2]

Gardner-Webb University Yearbooks: https://lib.digitalnc.org/search?ln=en&p=691:%22Gardner-
Webb+University%22%20AND%20655:%22Yearbooks%22&sf=year&so=a [16]

Image Credit:

Huggins-Curtis Building at Gardner-Webb. Image courtesy of NC Office of Archives & History. Available from
https://www.ncdcr.gov/about/history/division-historical-resources/nc-highway-historical-marker-program/Markers.aspx?
sp=Markers&k=Markers&sv=O-43 [2] (accessed November 16, 2012).

Subjects: 

1

https://ncpedia.org
https://ncpedia.org/
https://ncpedia.org/gardner-webb-university
https://www.ncdcr.gov/about/history/division-historical-resources/nc-highway-historical-marker-program/Markers.aspx?sp=Markers&k=Markers&sv=O-43
http://www.gardner-webb.edu/
http://www.ncbaptist.org/
https://ncpedia.org/geography/cleveland
http://www.nclhof.org/inductees/2010-2/wilbur-j-cash/
http://www.nclhof.org/inductees/2010-2/wilbur-j-cash/books-by-wilbur-j-cash/
http://www4.lehigh.edu/about/history/pastpresidents.aspx#Whitaker
http://www4.lehigh.edu/default.aspx
https://ncpedia.org/mars-hill-college
https://ncpedia.org/gardner-oliver-maxwell-research
https://ncpedia.org/biography/gardner-fay
http://ww.dohto.ac.jp
http://www.auburn.edu/
https://ncpedia.org/university-north-carolina-charlotte
http://www.gardner-webb.edu/
https://www.ncdcr.gov/about/history/division-historical-resources/nc-highway-historical-marker-program/Markers.aspx?sp=Markers&k=Markers&sv=O-43
https://lib.digitalnc.org/search?ln=en&p=691:%22Gardner-Webb+University%22 AND 655:%22Yearbooks%22&sf=year&so=a
https://www.ncdcr.gov/about/history/division-historical-resources/nc-highway-historical-marker-program/Markers.aspx?sp=Markers&k=Markers&sv=O-43


Education [17]

N.C. Industrial Revolution (1900-1929) [18]

Religion [19]

Universities and colleges [20]

Authors: 
Martin, James I., Sr. [21]

Origin - location: 
Cleveland County [22]

From: 
Encyclopedia of North Carolina, University of North Carolina Press. [23]

1 January 2006 | Martin, James I., Sr.

Source URL:https://ncpedia.org/gardner-webb-university

Links
[1] https://ncpedia.org/gardner-webb-university [2] https://www.ncdcr.gov/about/history/division-historical-resources/nc-highway-historical-marker-
program/Markers.aspx?sp=Markers&amp;k=Markers&amp;sv=O-43 [3] http://www.gardner-webb.edu/ [4] http://www.ncbaptist.org/ [5]
https://ncpedia.org/geography/cleveland [6] http://www.nclhof.org/inductees/2010-2/wilbur-j-cash/ [7] http://www.nclhof.org/inductees/2010-2/wilbur-j-
cash/books-by-wilbur-j-cash/ [8] http://www4.lehigh.edu/about/history/pastpresidents.aspx#Whitaker [9] http://www4.lehigh.edu/default.aspx [10]
https://ncpedia.org/mars-hill-college [11] https://ncpedia.org/gardner-oliver-maxwell-research [12] https://ncpedia.org/biography/gardner-fay [13]
http://ww.dohto.ac.jp [14] http://www.auburn.edu/ [15] https://ncpedia.org/university-north-carolina-charlotte  [16] https://lib.digitalnc.org/search?
ln=en&amp;p=691:%22Gardner-Webb+University%22%20AND%20655:%22Yearbooks%22&amp;sf=year&amp;so=a [17]
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/education [18] https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/nc-industrial-rev [19]
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/religion [20] https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/universities-and- [21]
https://ncpedia.org/category/authors/martin-james-i-sr [22] https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmon-16 [23]
https://ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/encyclopedia-

2

https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/education
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/nc-industrial-rev
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/religion
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/universities-and-
https://ncpedia.org/category/authors/martin-james-i-sr
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmon-16
https://ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/encyclopedia-
https://ncpedia.org/gardner-webb-university
https://ncpedia.org/gardner-webb-university
https://ncpedia.org/geography/cleveland
https://ncpedia.org/mars-hill-college
https://ncpedia.org/gardner-oliver-maxwell-research
https://ncpedia.org/biography/gardner-fay
https://ncpedia.org/university-north-carolina-charlotte
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/education
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/nc-industrial-rev
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/religion
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/universities-and-
https://ncpedia.org/category/authors/martin-james-i-sr
https://ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmon-16
https://ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/encyclopedia-

	Gardner-Webb University [1]
	Gardner-Webb University

