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During the Civil War, printing in North Carolina, as well as in the other Confederate [2] states, was severely restricted by the
shortage of manpower and supplies. North Carolina had 74 newspapers in 1860 but fewer than half that number by 1864.
The state printed legislative, executive, and supreme court documents, as well as recruiting broadsides. Some private
printing dealt with politics in the form of pamphlets or campaign broadsides. Religious works counted for a great
percentage of North Carolina's Confederate imprints.

Blum's Farmers' and Planters' Almanac [3], published by l. V. and E. T. Blum of Salem, and Turner's North Carolina
Almanac [4], published by Henry D. Turner at the Raleigh Register [5] printing plant, managed to continue throughout the
war years. Other surviving imprints relate to hospitals and medicine.

The Greensboro [6] firm of Sterling, Campbell, and Albright printed numerous schoolbooks, as did the Raleigh firm of
Branson and Farrar, but only a few works of new fiction appeared in the state. Hester and Other Poems (1861), by
Theophilus H. Hill (1836-1901) of North Carolina, was the first book published under the Confederate States' newly
established copyright law.

Some sheet music and a few music books, or "songsters," were also produced in North Carolina.
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