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Concrete monument near Cathey's
Fort, McDowell County. Image from
the North Carolina Digital Collections.  [2]Cathey's Fort was built in McDowell County [3] by William Cathey in 1776. Cathey
had purchased land near Turkey Cove at the foot of the mountains and there, where Cove Creek joined the North Fork of
the Catawba River [4], he made his home. The fort was raised to protect Cathey's family and his neighbors from the
Cherokee Indians [5]. Until Davidson's Fort was built soon afterward in what is now Old Fort, Cathey's Fort was the farthest
western military outpost in North Carolina during the Revolutionary War [6]. Both forts played a part in the western
campaigns of the war, including events leading up to the Battle of King's Mountain [7] on 7 Oct. 1780.
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