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Turn of the 20th Century Technology and Transportation .,

The Wright brothers gave the world the airplane, but North Carolinians’ lives were changed more dramatically by other
inventions in the early twentieth century — the telephone, electric power to homes and businesses, and the automobile.
By the 1920s, these new means of communication and transportation had changed not only the way people lived and
worked, but the way they thought about time and space. In 1870, ten miles was, for many people, a long way to travel,
and you’d have been lucky to get an occasional letter from a relative out of state. Sixty years later, people in different
states could keep in constant touch, and travel across the continent was almost routine. In this chapter, you'll explore both
the process of invention and the changes that inventions wrought.

Section Contents

Primary Source: New Bern Daily Journal on Municipal Electric Servicesiz
Electric Streetcars i3

Idol’s Dam and Power Plant

Primary Source: Max Bennet Thrasher on Rural Free Deliveryis
Primary Source: Consequences of the Telephone

The Road to the First Flight7

Announcing the First Flightis

Primary Source: Newspaper Coverage of the First Flights
Henry Ford and the Model T 19

Primary Source: Women and the Automobile i1

Primary Source: Letter Promoting the Good Roads Movementiz
WBT Charlotte in the Golden Age of Radioris

o Sour Stomachs and Galloping Headaches 114

User Tags:
Chapter Cover 15
electricity (1e)

First Flight (17
Henry Ford (ig

North Carolina History (i)
Students 20

Teachers [21]

transportation (22

Creative Commons BY-NC-SA 23

From:

ANCHOR: A North Carolina History Online Resource 24
Copyright Date:

2009

Artifacts:



https://ncpedia.org
https://ncpedia.org/
https://ncpedia.org/anchor/anchor
https://ncpedia.org/anchor/north-carolina-early-20th
https://ncpedia.org/anchor/turn-20th-century-technology
https://www.ncpedia.org/anchor/primary-source-new-bern
https://www.ncpedia.org/anchor/electric-streetcars
https://www.ncpedia.org/anchor/idol%E2%80%99s-dam-and-power-plant
https://www.ncpedia.org/anchor/primary-source-max-bennet
https://www.ncpedia.org/anchor/primary-source-consequences
https://www.ncpedia.org/anchor/road-first-flight
https://www.ncpedia.org/anchor/announcing-first-flight
https://www.ncpedia.org/anchor/primary-source-newspaper
https://www.ncpedia.org/anchor/henry-ford-and-model-t
https://www.ncpedia.org/anchor/primary-source-women-and
https://www.ncpedia.org/anchor/primary-source-letter
https://www.ncpedia.org/anchor/wbt-charlotte-golden-age
https://www.ncpedia.org/anchor/sour-stomachs-and-galloping
https://ncpedia.org/category/user-tags/chapter-cover
https://ncpedia.org/category/user-tags/electricity
https://ncpedia.org/category/user-tags/first-flight
https://ncpedia.org/category/user-tags/henry-ford
https://ncpedia.org/category/user-tags/north-carolina-6
https://ncpedia.org/category/user-tags/students
https://ncpedia.org/category/user-tags/teachers
https://ncpedia.org/category/user-tags/transportation
https://ncpedia.org/category/user-tags/creative-commons
https://ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/anchor-north

[25]

John T. Daniels of the Kill Devil Hills Life Saving Station captured the Wright brothers’ historic first flight on December 17,
1903. Orville is piloting the plane, while Wilbur is running alongside.
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