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Primary Source: A Pledge to Violate the Stamp Act

In 1766, during the colonial protests of the Stamp Act, some residents of eastern North Carolina, including many colonial
leaders, signed a pledge to refuse to pay the tax. Their pledge was published in Wilmington's newspaper the North-
Carolina Gazette on February 26, 1766. Read the primary source transcription below. It includes annotations with
historical commentary.

We the subscribers, free and natural born subjects of George the third, true and lawful King of Great Britain and all its

Dependencies (whom God preserve) whose sacred [z person, crown and dignity, we are ready and willing, at the expense
of our lives and fortunes to defend, being fully convinced of the oppressive and arbitrary 51 tendency of alate Act of

Sovereign 15, with all deference ) to the just Laws of our Country, and with a proper and necessary regard to ourselves
and Posterity, hereby mutually and solemnly plight our faith and honour, that we will at any risque whatever, and

whenever called upon, unite, and truly and faithfully assist each other, to the best of our Power, in preventing entirely the
operation of the Stamp Act.

Witness our hands this 18th day of February 1766.

User Tags:

American Revolution 7
civil disobedience s
history s

North Carolina 10

North Carolina History 111
Page [12]

politics (13

Stamp Act 114

Students (15

Teachers [16]

Creative Commons BY-NC-SA 17

From:

ANCHOR: A North Carolina History Online Resourceis
Copyright Date:

2009

Primary Sources:

&
E8EE8RRRR

BREERAEE
TITITIT I

e

B

[19]

A proof sheet of one-penny stamps to be used on newspapers, pamphlets, and all other papers.
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Image of the "death's head" stamp or the "fatal" stamp. Many printers responded to the Stamp Act by replacing the
required paper stamps with cartoons like this one from the North-Carolina Gazette.
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Image of excerpt from the North-Carolina Gazette, February 26, 1766, showing the pledge of those who vowed to refuse

to the pay the stamp tax. From the collection of the State Archives of N.C.
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