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James B. Duke Statue, Duke University, Durham  [2]

James B. Duke Statue
Duke University, Durham

View complete article and references at Commemorative Landscapes of North Carolina at:
https://docsouth.unc.edu/commland/monument/316 [3]

Description: James Buchanan Duke is depicted as larger than life standing atop an octagonal plinth or pedestal of
polished dark granite. He is shown holding a cigar in his left hand, possibly a reference to the fortune he earned in the
tobacco industry, and the tilt of his cane suggests that he is in motion. The eight foot tall statue sits on a four inch thick
base atop the plinth. The entire structure sits on a low, two tier octagonal granite base.
Contemporary Image [4]

Inscription: 
Front: JAMES / BUCHANAN / DUKE / DECEMBER 23, 1856- / OCTOBER 10, 1925

Back: FOUNDER / OF / THE DUKE / ENDOWMENT

Right: INDUSTRIALIST

Left: PHILANTHROPIST

On statue, left leg: CHARLES KECK SC. 1935

Dedication date: 6/3/1935

Creator: Charles Keck, Sculptor

Materials & Techniques: Bronze, Cape Anne granite

Sponsor: Duke Memorial Association

Unveiling & Dedication: The unveiling occurred at 12:15 pm on the final day of a three day commencement celebration in
1935. The activities that day included a commencement address given by President Glenn Frank of the University of
Wisconsin, an alumni luncheon, presentation and acceptance of the Duke Homestead, and graduation exercises. James
A. Thomas, the chairman of the Duke Memorial Association, spoke of Duke's generosity and love for his state and the city
of Durham, and Mary Duke Biddle pulled the cord to reveal the statue. Several thousand people attended the ceremony
and listened as Colonel John F. Bruton made an acceptance speech. President W. P. Few also participated in the
ceremony.

1

https://ncpedia.org
https://ncpedia.org/
https://ncpedia.org/monument/james-b-duke-statue
https://ncpedia.org/monument/james-b-duke-statue#20
https://ncpedia.org/monument/james-b-duke-statue#40
https://ncpedia.org/monument/james-b-duke-statue#60
https://ncpedia.org/monument/james-b-duke-statue#80
https://ncpedia.org/monument/james-b-duke-statue#100
https://docsouth.unc.edu/static/commland/monument/316_rep.jpg
https://docsouth.unc.edu/commland/monument/316
https://docsouth.unc.edu/static/commland/monument/316_contemporary_view.jpg


Latitude: 36.00132
Longitude: -78.93903

Subject notes: James Buchanan Duke, the son of tobacco giant and philanthropist Washington Duke, established the
Duke Endowment in 1924 with a donation of $40,000,000 to Trinity College. Like his father, James B. Duke earned his
fortune in the tobacco industry, continuing in the family business after his father's death. He also entered the power
industry with his older brother. The donation was intended to rebuild East Campus and build a new complex on West
Campus. After this generous donation, the school changed its name to Duke University.

Location: The statue sits in front of Duke Chapel on the West Campus of Duke University. It faces southeast into the quad
and traffic circle.

Landscape: The statue is situated in a grassy quad, just before the steps to Duke Chapel.

City: Durham

County: Durham

Subjects: Historic Educational Figures,Historic Philanthropic Figures
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