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Rating: 

Average: 3.8 (24 votes)

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Raleigh,
N.C., courtesy of Dell Upton  [2]

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial Gardens
Raleigh

View complete article and references at Commemorative Landscapes of North Carolina at:
https://docsouth.unc.edu/commland/monument/186 [3]

See also: Martin Luther King, Jr. Monument, Red Springs [4]; Martin Luther King, Jr. Monument, Greensboro [5]

Description: The approximately one-acre memorial garden includes a 6-foot-tall bronze statue of Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. standing on a small circular platform. The statue is thought to be the only one depicting King in his Doctorate Clerical
Robe. King stands at eye-level, appearing more approachable, and is encircled by the King Memorial Wall, which is made
from 2,500 named bricks noting individuals, churches, businesses and organizations that supported and contributed to the
creation of the facility. There is also a 12 ton, table-like granite water monument that honors pioneers of the Civil Rights
Movement. The garden is compact, but it contains benches for resting and reflection as well as trees, shrubs, and flowers.

Inscription: 
On a pyramid protruding from the water monument is inscribed: . . .UNTIL JUSTICE ROLLS DOWN LIKE WATERS AND
RIGHTEOUSNESS LIKE A MIGHTY STREAM DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

On the flat table-like portion of the monument, the names of Civil Rights pioneers are inscribed.

On the brick wall, there is a plaque inscribed: FROM 1955 TO 1966 THE EQUALIBRIUM OF AMERICAN SOCIETY WAS
ROCKED BY WAVES OF SOCIAL AND POLITICAL PROTEST. AFRICAN-AMERICANS AND FAIR MINDED PEOPLE
OF ALL RACES, ENGAGED IN MASSIVE CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE SERVED NOTICE ON THE NATION AND THE
WORLD THAT THEY WOULD NO LONGER TOLERATE THE ABUSES OF AMERICAN RACISM. THE CIVIL RIGHTS
MOVEMENT HERALDED A NEW ERA IN OUR COLLECTIVE RESOLVE TO ADHERE TO THE PRINCIPLES OF
"LIBERTY AND JUSTICE FOR ALL". / THIS MEMORIAL PARK IS DEDICATED TO THE MEMORY AND IN
APPRECIATION FOR ALL WHO WAGED THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT AND SUBSEQUENT ADVANCEMENTS
THEREAFTER. / THE MARTIN LUTHER KING CELEBRATION COMMITTEE, INC.

Dedication date: 4/4/1997

Creator: Horace Farlow, Designer Martin Luther King Celebration Committee, Unspecified

Materials & Techniques: Bronze statue, brick memorial wall, and granite water monument

Sponsor: The memorial garden was sponsored by the Martin Luther King Celebration Committee. The water monument
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Latitude: 35.76849
Longitude: -78.61728

was at least partly sponsored by donations from local Raleigh businesses, churches, and individuals.

Cost: $55,000 for the shrine for Civil Rights activists

Post dedication use: In recent years, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.'s birthday has been honored at this site with a wreath-
laying ceremony.

Subject notes: The Raleigh Martin Luther King Celebration Committee came up with the idea to honor Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. in the form of a memorial garden, which first opened in 1989. The Raleigh Martin Luther King Celebration
Committee did not come into existence until North Carolina officially recognized Martin Luther King, Jr. Day as a state
holiday in 1987.

The Community Advocates for Parks in Southeast Raleigh, in association with the Martin Luther King Committee,
requested to expand the gardens in late 2008 to include park benches and restrooms. On December 6, 2011 the city
council approved a plan to expand the gardens to also include the creation of a Public Leadership Group. The PLG is
currently in the process of planning for the expansion.

Location: It is located in the southwest quadrant of the intersection of Martin Luther King Blvd. and Rock Quarry Road.

Landscape: The bronze statue is surrounded by trees and other greenery. The statue also stands on a flat, circular
surface without a podium.

City: Raleigh

County: Wake

Subjects: Historic African American Figures,Historic Civic Figures,Historic Political Figures,Historic Protest Figures,Historic
Religious Figures

Educator Resources:

Grade 8: Remembering Martin Luther King, Jr.. North Carolina Civic Education Consortium.
http://civics.sites.unc.edu/files/2012/05/RememberingMLK.pdf [6]

User Tags: 
Lesson Plans [7]

Subjects: 
Monuments [8]

Places [9]

Authors: 
Commemorative Landscapes of North Carolina [10]

Origin - location: 
Wake County [11]

Raleigh [12]

From: 
Commemorative Landscapes of NC, University of North Carolina Chapel Hill. [13]
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